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gtgislatibe Asseinbtu,
Thursday, 19th October, 1899.

Question: Railway Siding, Mullen-Cue Lime-Ques-
tion: Railway Service, Northampton -Compnies
Act Further Amendment Bill, first readng
Fisheries Bill, first reading-Dentists Act Amend-
went Bill, third readiug-Excess Bill (1698-9),
third reading-Annual Estimates: Debate on
Financial Policy, third day Paper 1 ,remeuted- -
Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair
7830 o'clock, p.m.

at

rRAYERS.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SIDING,
MULLEWA-C13E LINE.

Ma. WALLACE asked tihe Conms-
sioner of Railways: s, Whether it was
true that the Railway Department had
recently constructed a siding on the
Mullewa-Cue railway line for one Robert
Allen. 2, If so, what was the actual cost
of said construction. 3, How the cost
was computed. 4, What amount had
actually been paid by Robert Milen.

THE: COMMISSIONER QF RAIL-
WAYS replied :-l, Yes; 2, About £182
15s. Id.; 3, Surveying site, etc., £8 8s.,
rails and fastenings X79, points and
crossings £56, labour £34 7s. Id.,
stop blocks £5. total £182 15s. 1d;4
Amount actually paid by Mr. Allen,
£353. When framning the estimate, pro-
vision was made for interlocking, which
was subsequently abandoned; Mr. Allen
performed some of the work, which was
also included in the estimate, hence the
difference between estimate and actual
cost; £81 12s. has already been re-
turned, and the balance of about £88
l2s. Ild, will be returned when accounts
are settled.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SERVICE,
NORTHAMPTON.

MR. MITCHELL asked the Conmmis-
sioner of Railways m , Whether it was
intended to re-establish the three trains a
week system between Gemaldton and
Northampton. 2, If so, whether the
train days would be Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays. 3, When the new
steps for the Bowes Landing wonld be
placed there. 4, When the construction
of the shelter shed at the Oakabella, plat-
form would be taken in hand.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied:- r and 2, The question
of the re-arrangement of this service is
wider consideration ;3, The steps were
repaired, but being considered unsuitable,
new ones are to be put in, and the wyork
has been deferred pending a decision as
to the correct railway boundary; 4, This
work is waiting the arrival of the material,
and immediately it is received it will be
proceeded with.

COMPANIES ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Introduced by the ATTORNEY GENERAL,
and read a first time.

FISHERIES BILL.
-Introduced by the COMMISSIONER

CROWN LANDS, and read a first time.
OF

DENTISTS ACT AMIENDMENT BILL.
Bill read a third time, and transimitted

to the Legislattive Council.

EXCESS BILL (1898-9).
Bill read a thirdl time, and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
DEBATE ON FINANCIA-L POLICY-

THIRD DAY.

The Financial Statement having been
made on the 26th September, and the
first itemi in the Estimates moved, the
debate was now resumed.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgat-
die) : It is not necessary, or even desir-
able, for me to prolong the debate on the
general question of the Estimates to an 'y
great length, because the finances have
been already pretty fully dealt with on
both sides of the House. We have the
authority of the annual critic of the
Ministry, the member for Central blur-
chison (Mr. Illingworth), to the effect
that the finances this year are in a very
satisfactory condition; and this must be
highly gratifying to tbe, Government, no
less so than to members of the Opposition.
For my own part, I should be inclined to
join with the member for Central Mlur-
chison in congratulating the Government
on having reduced the finances of the
country to something like a condition of
prosperity, and having given a strongr
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'guarantee of our future solvency. It is
more with details that I am prepared to
deal, because taking those generally there
are many respects in which there might
be great improvement, and grievances
have been created in the civil service by
the nature of estimates furnished to the
Rouse. I am not speaking as a financial
authority or expert, but it does seem to
rue that though there has been a con -
siderable reduction of expenditure so farI
as the Estimates are concerned, there is
at the same time a big expenditure under
die Excess Bill. When the Excess Bill
was before the House last night, the
member for the Murray (Mr. George)
commented on defalcations which had
taken place in the public service. There
is no necessity for me to enlarge on thatI
point, but many of the items of the
Auditor General's report, and in the
Estimates, appeared to me to he of a
somewhat extraordinary char-acter. On
one occasion when I raised a discussion
on these itemis, I was accused of doing
"1scavenging " work, and iny retort then
and no'v is that scavenging work is some-
times extremely necessary. When we
know the Government have been obliged
to retrench in various directions during
the past year, that there have been defal-
cations of money in the departments, and
that circulars have been issued stating
that hard-earned anad deserved incre-
ments cannot be given, it is desirable that
members should criticise in no uncertain
voice those items in which extravagance
has occurred. In the Auditor General's
report we find that £150 was spent in
entertaining the Governors of Victoria,
and South Australia at Albany; and I
do not suppose anyone could cavil at
such an expenditure, because we must
offer proper hospitality to distinguished
visitors But now we come to an item of
£159 for the entertainment of a parlia-
mentary party at Cohlieflelds, and it
is reasonable to inquire how that large
stun could have been expended. I was
one who did not accept an iinvitation to
the trip, hut a number of gentlemen did
go to Collieflelds on that occasion.

THE PREMIR: There was a big dinner
in the evening.

Ma.t VOSPER: Apparently at the ex-
pense of the taxpayers of the colony. It
will be remembered that the cost to tihe
Commissioner of Riailways for conveying

the visitors was Simply the bill for
"4medical comforts"' furinished onl the
war, and the sum I have mentioned is too
much to spend on luxuries of that kind,
especially 'when it is other people's
money, and the occasion only afforded an
opportunity to the Ministry of advertising
their virtues. to all the world, while con-
feriig no public beneft on the colony at
large. Most of the £2159 was expended
onl whisky and cigars.

THE Oomissioi~r OF RAILWAYS
There was a sit-down dinner in the
evening.

Mn. A. FORREST : Members& of Parlia-
mnent are not paid for their services,

MR. VOSPER: We might as well be
square and honest in this matter. I
believe in payment of menmbers, but I do
not see that inenibers should pay them-
selves indirectly, by causing items of this
sort to be plated in the Excess Bill. If
we were a wealthy country and these
items appeared in the ordinary manner in
the Estimates, well and good; but when
they have to come in by the back door of
an Excess Bill, and salaries of public
Servants are being cut down, it is not the
time to spend money on mere guzzling.

The PREMIER: That is last year's
expenditure.

MR. VOSP ER:- I ami simply saying
that these items are on the Estimates.

THE PRExIERu: Not on these Estimates.
MR. VOSPER: Yes; if the Premier

looks at the Estimates he will find the
items I have mentioned.

THE PREMIER: You are talking of the
Excess Bill.

MR. VOSPER: These itemis appear in
the first and second columns of the
Estimates, and that being so, I think I
ani perfectly in order. This is the time
to ventilate grievances, and I consider it
a very serious gnievance that money
Should be spent in this wasteul manner
when civil servants are having their
salaries cut downi. The next item that
appears is £889 odd, as the value of a
parcel of gold which was lost under police
escort, and which has never been dis-
covered, nor the thief taken.

THE Paein: The police were dis-
nsed, I think.

MR. VOSPER:- And a good thing
too, but the fact remains that the colony
has lost £389 through the carelessness or
roguery of the police, and so far as legal
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punishment is concerned, the country has
had no satisfaction. Another of these
guzzling items is the expenditure incurred
at the opening of the Royal Hint. In
order to open that building, which has
already cost a large sumn of money,
expense was incurred to the amount o
£119, and I cannot conceive why these
large sums should be spent in this way,
except as mere matter of ostentation, and
as an appeal to a large circle of society who
enjoy cheap meals and cheap drinks and
cigars at the expense of the poorer sec-
tion of the community. The poorer
ranks of society very seldom appear at
functions of this kind: all they have to
do is to foot the bill, and I istinctly
object to that, especially when the
finances are in their present condition,
and the Government are practising conl-
siderable parsimony in almost every
department of the public service. Theni
there is an item of £9213 in connection
with the trip of the Governor through
the Murchison goldfield. The history of
that trip is perfectly well known.

TIRE PREmIER: If the hon. member
will ask for details I will supply them.

MR. VOSPER: I am not prepared to
go into that, because I have sought
information on the point as to whether it
was food for His Excellency or food for
the horses, and possibly the two items are
confounded.

THE PREMIER: There are no personal
expenses at all in that item, I can assure
the hion. member.

MR. VOSPER: I am not asserting
there are. We all know the history of
the trip, and we know that it was not on
the whole beneficial to the colony, what.
ever may have been the opinions
expressed by the Governor. This trip has
been the subject of adverse comment in
the Press and in both Houses of Parlia-
ment; and it seems particularly hard that
the colony should be called upon to pay
the expenses of a trip which really
damaged the reputation of the colony
rather than benefited it. It does not
seem right that work of this kind should
be conducted at the public expense, when
the result can only be private benefit, if
there be any benefit at all. In connec-
tion with Government House there is a
further sum of £712 for additions and
alterations to the ball-room. The law
costs are extremely heavy, and it seems to

me that there is something wr-ong in con-
nection with the Common Law Depart-
inent, to lead to all this expenditure. The
Attorney General, I have no doubt, is a
profoundly learned lawyer, and is a
gentleman whom we all re .spect on account
of his knowledge of law and his great
forensic ability ; yet such is his retiring
modesty, that in the majority of cases
tried, that gentleman has not appeared in
Court to represent or defend the Govern-
ment. I do not krnowv why that is the
case, and I put it down to his mnodesty
and the unwillingness of the Government
to overwork this capable officer.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Is there
any other example in the colonies where
the Attorney General does this work I?
There is not one.

MR. EWING: An Attorney General
never appears for the Crown.

MR. VOSPER: I know that in one
particular Crown prosecution which took
place in the colony, the A ttorney General
did appear.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That was
by the order of the House.

Mu. VOSPER: But I have always
been uinder the impression, though I am
open to correction, that it is usual for the
Attorney General to defend the Govern-
mnent; but whether that be so or not, it
was the practice during the time the
member for the Ashbiurton (Mr. Burt)
occupied the office.

THE ATTRNEY GENERAL: Was it?
MR. VOSPER: I distinctly recollect

that hon. member appearing in Court to
defend the Government; and it seems to
me that great economy would be effected
if the Attorney General could attend to
matters personally, more than he appears
to do at the present time. I shall not at
this time refer to the Police Department,
although I have a number of notes pre-
pared in connection with the items of ex-
penditure. I have already given notice
of a motion referring to that department
generally, and no doubt the question can
be discussed under that motion. I believe
that some time ago a circular was issued
by the Premier or some other Minister,
addressed to servants of the various
public departments. announcing that, ex-
cept under certain conditions, they could
look forward to no increase of salaries
during this financial year, and I believe
in the majority of eases this promise or
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threat, whatever it may be called, has
been kept pretty faithfully. Nevertheless,
there has been a considerable amount of
grumbling in the public Press as to the
manner in which such increases -as have
been given have been distributed. A
series of letters has been published in
the newspapers, and it appears from these
that the terms of the circular have not
been kept.

THE Pxnsnnn: I said the rule would
be that there would be no increases in
salaries over £200, except in special
cases.

MR. VOSPER: And yet I think the
right hon. gentleman will admit that the
rule has been broken.

THE Pn~nwsna In certain cases, cer-
tainly: that is what I said, "except in
special cases."

MR. VOSPER: I think we will
examine some of them. On page 32 of
the Estimates appears what is called the
Premiier's lDepartment, and perhaps the
Attorney General can inform me if such
a thing as the Premier's Department
exists in any other part of the British
Empire. If so, I am not aware of it.

THE PRiEMiER: In Victoria and Queens-
land there are Premier's departments.

Ma, VOSPER: They may exist for
purposes of convenience; but, if that be so,
I am not aware of the fact, and I say that
constitutionally there is no such office as
Premaier knowni; and how there can be a
Premier's Department on the Estimates
it is difficult to understand. I observe
that in this remarkable department-
which consists mainly of the Premier
himself, one or two officials, and an office
boy--thiere is an official called the Under
Secretary, and hie is put down at a salary
of £200. I believe that the occupant of
the office is Mr. P. D. North. I gather
this from the note at the bottom of the
page, which shows that he receives £850
from the civil list, and acts as private
secretary to the Premier. Some very
harsh statements have been made con-
cerning this matter. I do not wish to
repeat themn in the House, and have no
desire to make myself in any degree
offensive; but here we find a new position
conferred upon that official, who, as far
as we know, has no increased d-uties, but
receives an increase of £2200, the amount
formerly received being £350, whereas
now it will be £550.

AIR. A. FORREST: Last year the
amount wa-,s £400.

AIR, VOSPER: Now it is £550, so he
gets a rise of £150 a vear at one bound.
This is a favour which has not been con-
ferred upon any other civil servant, as far
1 know. I have no desire to level anyv
charges against the gentleman I refer to.
whom I respect very much, but I want to
know what special qualifications lie has
in- the eyes of the Government, or in the
eyes of the Rouse, that a sudden increase
of £150 should be conferred upon him,
while other men older in the service, and
far mnore deserving, are passed over with-
out the increase they were led to believe
they would have now, or should have had
a year or two ago. I know that many
civil servants were expecting an increase,
but were deprived of it by the necessity
which occurred. We believe that nueces-

Isitv still exists, and the Government are
going to cut down expenses as far as
possible in order to reduce the deficit;
vet we find that a gentleman constantly

Iin touch with the Premier is given an
increase of this kind. I think that
should be explained, and the explanation
should be very full and sattisfactory, in
order to meet the ob~jections which mnay

Ibe raised against the increase. Another
office~r in that office, formerly knownv as
record clerk, is given the more dignified
title of registrar. That is Mr. Vernon, a
very worthy officer, who has been only a
short time in the service. As far as I

Iknow, hie has no peculiar ge-niuis or talent,
and yet we find he has a rise in rank,

Iand not only a rise in rank but also an
increase in salary, the sumn being increased
from £2160 to £200. While other men
have to go without an increase of £20 to
which they are entitled, this individual
gets a rise of £40 by one stroke of. the
pen. While these increases have beengiven
in the Premier's Department I find that
salaries in other departments, have been cut
down.- There are men in the Lands Depart.
mnent, the Public Works Department, and
the Post Office deserving of increases, and
who have deserved them for years past.
They have been a. long period in the
service of the country and have been
recommended for increases, but those
increases have been denied.

THE PtE-miER: Who are they ?' You
may tell us some of them:

ASSEMBLY.l Finnneial Policy.
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MRt. VOSPER: I cannot tell you the
names of the officials.

Tun PREMIER: You Seem to find out
some people's namnes.

MR,. VOSPER: I cannot give the
names of all the senior officials in the
Post Offlice Department, for example.

MRt. GEORGE: That is £380 in your
(the Premier's) department.

MR. MORGANqS: It is a Smnall amount
for a big departmnent.

Ma. VOSPER: A big department?
MR. MORGoANS: Yes.
Mn. VOSPER: Whiat does it consist

ofe A clerk, a junior clerk, and a stamip-
hlier. I do not want to increase the
miembers of the department, what I coin-
plain of being the increase of their
salaries in this preposterous way.

THE PEIER:t The department is too
economical an arrangement to suit you, I
Suppose.

MR. VOSPER: No, sir, it is not. I
am complaining of the expcnditure. I
say it is not fair that increases shouild be
given in this small department while they
are denied to other departments of the
public Service. I have had it on unim-
peachable authority that heads of depart-
ments have recommended that officers in
their departuents should have increases.
The Premier chllenged. me to give the
names of persona so reconmnended. I
have not at my fingers' ends the names
of all officers occupyig Senior and
responsible positions in the departments,
hut it is a matter of common notoriety.
We have seen that in the Lanids Depart-
mnent the Commissioner was Waited upon
by members of his staff, who complained
bitterly, and the same thing occurred 12
months ago. The things I am complain-
ing of and endeavouring to ventilate in
the Rouse are, I repeat, matters of public
notoriety. The complaints are well
known, and they have existed for two
years. Taking the whole of the Premier's
Department through, we find that for the
year ending 80th June, 1899, the expendli-
ture was, £Q549 5s. 6d.: this year it is to
be increased to £880.

Tanr PnREMIER: It is the cheapest ad-
ministrative depar-tmient in the whole
service, for the work it does.

Mn. VOSPER:- If that has been the
ease, and is the case now, it is not likely
to be so in the future, for we See that iii

one Stroke there has been an increase of
50 per cent. in the expenses.

TH-E Fxnmixn: It is a small staff, and
you know it has a good deal to do.

Ms. VOSPER: I am willing to admit
that, but I Say that whatever there is to
do, there is not enough to justify the
large rises which have been given to those
particular officers, and it has exposed the
right bon. gentleman to criticism of a
kind that I do not like to hear and do
not like to repeat. Still, it has been re-
peated, and in those newspapers supposed
to be the organs of the Government,
Now I will refer briefly to the Railway
Department, and I do not want to find
any fault with the expenditure. As a
matter of fact, I have not gone into the
details of the figures, so I will leave that
to other hon. members to attend to.
While onl this question I want to ask
whether there is any possibitity of the
Oommissioner seeing his way clear to
remove thme present rates of traffic to the
goldfields.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The rates afe lower than thiey are any-
where else.

Mat. VOSPER: Lower ?
THE COMrMISSIONER OF RAIL~WAYS:

Yes.
Ma. VOSPER: It is a Very peculiar

fact that they are 50 per cent. higher
than they were two years ago.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Nothing of the kind.

MR. VOSPER: They say so on thme
fields. Let the lion, gentleman go and
try to convince the Cluun her of Commerce
or any other public body, and he will
have great difficulty in satisfying such
bodies that the rates are not higher than
they were two years ago. They -write
articles about it, and Send resolutions
and complaints. The people on the
goldfields are not all foolish, and some of
them are in the habit of speaking the
truth occasionally.

THiE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
I would like to give the hon. member
comparisons, which I can do.

MR. VOSPER : I amn giving the
Minister anu opportunity of doing so.

THE Co~rrnssiowEn. OF RAILWAYS:
If the hon. member will come to see mne
I will be glad to give time information to
him.

Annual Rolimates: [19 OCTOBER, 1899.]
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Au. ILLflIOWORTH : YOU Will not give
it to the country, then?

MRs. VOSPER: I have a letter here
from a merchant in Boulder City, and
mnerclhants ought to know something
about it, for they have to pay the money.
The man who has to pay generally knows
what he spends. The writer says:

The matter of railway tariffs is oppressing
every branch of industry grievously. especially
in the carriage of soft timbers for finishing
camps and houses, corrugated iron, and in a
lot of lines of food.

A MEMBER : "Soft timbers."
MR. VOSPER: I know what it is in

regard to soft timbers. It is an attempt
to benefit local industry.

MR. GEORGE : They do it more else-
where than here.

MR. VOSPER: I think there are
plenty of things on the goldfields for
which jar-ah could not be used, and
people want soft timber for the purpose
of finishing their houses, and making
their domiciles comfortable. It is only
fair that some consideration should be
given to those who want *to use soft
timber, and I do not think soft timber
will enter into competition with jarrahi.

MR. A. FORREST: It would ruin it.
MR. VOSPER: Some arrailgement

could be made regarding timber of a
certain size.

MR. GEORGE: Then there would be
something else to grumble at.

MR. VOSPER: I was sent to the
House for the express purpose of
grumbling. Time writer of the letter
goes on to say:

In the early days of the railways, these
were carried at almost half of what they are
now. To give some definite light on this
subject, and a basis to work on for reform,
would you be good enongh to ask for aprompt
return showing the revenue derived, expenses
and receipts, from the Perth-Kalgoorlie and
the Boulder railways each year since the Gov-
ernment took the line over.

I did not ask for that return, because I
do not represent the Boulder district, and
I thought it more fit for the member
representing it to do so. The writer
continues:

The Boulder line is simply choked with
timber and general goods, yet the department
charge Is. return from Kalgoorlie to Boulder,
and drive mine-managers almost silly wvith
delays in delivery, from want of proper
methods. But what is wanted issa holesale
reduction of rates on stuff needed for settle-

mnent and industry on the field. The railway
at present is simply a grinding monopoly.

THEs COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: I
am sure it is all right.

Ma. VOSPER: I want the Minister
to give the information to the House. I
wish he would put himself in my place.
Hon. members representing the goldfelds
are receiving letters, deputations, and
telegrams, and the talk on all hands is
about the railways. We reply what the
Minister has told us, nanml that the
rates are not higher than they are in
other parts of the colony; but our con-
stituents are not Satisfied with that
statement, and say it is not so. We
want an open and detailed state-
muent from the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, showing the comparative rates.
If there is no injustice, the people
on the goldfields will be the very
first to admit it, and they will not
worr y the House on matters of that
kind. But as long as we are in a
false position, and we are told so and so,
and the statement is contradicted, what
course is open to us ? It is our duty to
move in the matter.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
People will not be convinced.

MR. VOSPER: I ask the Oomnnis-
sioner to indulge in a little more mission-
ary effort, and endeavour to convince
these benighted heathen. I Shall go
on now to the Education Department,
and I want to make a special appeal to
mnembers of the Committee in connection
with the salaries which are at present paid
to the teaching staff of that department.
I think it is a matter that requires close
investigation, and calls for very severe
censure. According to the Estimates, the
total education vote, including buildings
to be erected by the Public Works Depart-
mnent, amounts to X104,975, -which is
admitted to be a very large bill for 160,000
persons to pay. In spite of this very
large expenditure, we find the payments
to the teaching staff are most wretched:
that is the only word which will express
it. Men who are required to have
special educational attainments to teach
the youth of the colony are paid worse
than a manson, a carpenter, or a day
labourer.

THE PREMIER: Teachers have resi-
dences, in many cases.

Financial Policy.[ASSEMBLY.]
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MR. VOSPER: Very likely. This
does not conduce to contentment in the
department, and if the teachers were paid
better, it is likely that the colony would
get a better class of teachers in the
service. To showv the way in which this
large sum of money is expended, I may
tell hon. members that in 1895 there
were 139 schools in the colony managed
by a clerical staff of 13 men at a cost to
the country of £1,684 per annum. Now
we have 186 schools, which is not a very
large increase, and there al-c 2.5 clerks
costing £4,540 per annumi to the country.
So hon. members will see that the large
expenditure is made up in connection with
administration, and is not spent on the
educational work. If the department
could maniage 139 schools in 1895 with
18 clerks, there is no reason why 186
schools should require 25 clerks. A great
deal of work must be created inthedepart-
mentto exduse an expeuditure of this kind.
If we comapare the salaries paid to teachers
in the Education Department with sala-
ries paid in other departments of the
public service, we get somec startling and
striking results. Take the police force:
there are 24 probationers with an average
salary of £109 per annum; there are 149
second-class constables with an average
salary of £136 per annumr, 169 first-class
constables with an average of £156 each,
28 corp~orals with a salary of £178 each,
and in the whole constabulary, exclusive
of the Commissioner and the administra-
five 6fficers, there are 469 men with an
average per bead of £2155 per annum. In
addition to this there are allowanices for
lodging and uniforms, and other privi-
leges which have not been considered in
these figures, but the lodging and ration
allowances for the police officers in toiG is
£29,113. The cost per head of the white
population for police is 13s., while for the
Education Department, taking the white
population, the cost per head is only 8s.
It is accepted as a legal maxim that the
more education in a country the less
crime there is; and yet we spend one-
third more on the police force than, on the
teaching staff of the Government, and the
policedo) not catch the criminals. The
Police Department has shown itself flag-
rantly' inefficient during the last year or
so. It is generally accepted that with
more education in a country, crime be-
comes scarce; but here more money is

Spent in the detection of crime than in
the prevention of crime. When we come
to the teachers' salaries we find there are
109 female assistants with an average per
head of £288 per annum, 60 male teachers
with an average of £123 per annum; 45
female head teachers with £2115 each, and
139 male teachers with £2150 each: alto-
gether there are 353 head teachers and
assistants with an average of £122 per
annum each. While we pay 469 police-
men an average per head of £155 per
annum to run in " drunks " and neglect
catching criminals, we pay the teachers
on the other hand, for instructing the
youth of the colony, an average of £122
per anumn each. the average salary of a
head master of a. school in this colony is
about the same as that paid to a car-
penter or a maison, and £6 a year less than
a first-class constable receives. There
are 23 head teachers who receive less than
a corporal in the police service gets. If
we allow that a female assistant pays her
board, and pays £1 a week for the food
she eats, she will have 14s, less salary
left than a good general servant. To go
out and scrub floors or sweep out rooms
pays better than to pass the necessary
examination and obtain the necessar v
qualification to become a teacher and take
charge of a school.

TRE PRn11E: Residences are sup-
plied to teachers.

MR. VOSPER: There are no residences
for female teachers. Generally the fe-
male teachers live with their parents,
and partly live on their parents: they
have to do so. The clerical staff of
the Education Department in 1898,
exclusive of the Inspector-Genx-al and all
the inspectors, numbered 2-2 clerks, and
the cost was £3,340 per annum. The
amount this year is increased from
£C3,340 to £4,540, so that the abuse,
so far as the clerical staff is concerned,
is made larger year by year. These 22
clerks, who consume £3,340 per annum,
have an aver-age Salary of £152 per
annum. That is to say, the man who
dir-ects envelopes, or runs messages for the
Inspector General, or licks Stamps in the
Inspector General's Office, is paid £162
per anumn, whereas a teacher who carries
on the educational work of the depart-
meat is less paid than a hod-carrier or a
domestic servant. The average pay for
clerks in the Accountant's branch of the
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Treasury is £174 a, year. There are 220
officers who are paid £3,850, so that a
Treasury clerk is paid more than a clerk
in thle Education Departmlent. In the
Railway Department the avenage is £1 75,
but I do not cavil at that very much,
because that is in the Chief Accountant's
branch. In thle Chief Traffic Manager's
branch of the Railway Department the
average salary is £140 per annum; but I
do not find fault with salaries paid to
Treasury clerks, because their work may
involve book-keeping of a kind which
requires high qualifications; still the fact
remains that the rudiments of book-
beeping and everything else that is worth
knowing have to be taught by school
teachers, and I cannot understand why
the education which is so highly prized
in a clerk, and well paid for, sh~ould not
be recognised in teachers. The average
salary of the clerical staff in the Post
Office is £168 per annumn, whereas the
average salary paid to head and assistant
teachers in the Perth district, which is
by far the inost~highly-paid in the service,
is C1 38 a year. Surely in the face of the
fact that increases to the amount of £150
a year have been made in the Premier's
department, and that special payments
have been made to special officers, goe
recognition should have been made of
the services of officers in other depart-
mnents while the Premier was in a bene-
volent mood. The teachers in the Edu-
cation Department are wretchedly paid.
and are sometimes ill-treated. The teach-
ers complain that the y have to submit to
a species of discipline, if such it can be
called. When anl officer wants to make
a complaint to the Inspector General, he
is kept waiting about for hours at a
stretch, when a person would not be kept
waiting so long if he desired to see the
Premier. The fact remains, and it has
been stated in the Press, not only in one
department of the Press but in all
departments, that there is at vast amount
of discontent anLongst the teachers of the
Education Department; and who can
wvonder at it, seeing the salaries paid to
the teachers. To pay teachers in this way
is a disgrace to the department; at the
same time the expenditure on the clerical
staff is to be increased. An absolute
abuse has been created by the Inspector
General in increasing the clerical staff
from 13 clerks in 1895 to 25 clerks at

the present time, and Yet this abuse is
encouraged and allowed to go on while
the salaries of the teachers are left where
they were.

MR. GEOR3E : How are we to get at
how these teachers are paidP

MR. VOSPER: I have noticed that
every small official in the different depart-
nients is set outi on the Estimates in
detail, which is a very useful piece of
information: this is not done in connec-
tion with the teaching staff of the Edu-
cation Depatrment; and I think not only
should wve have the name of the office
given on the Estimates, but the name of
the officer also.

MR. GEORGE : I do not think it is Mr.
Cyril Jackson's fault that the teachers
have not got the increases.

MR. VOSPER: No; I have said that
the beads of departments have recoin-
mended increases, but they have not been
given.-

THE PREMIER: I think the teachers
have got some increases.

MR. GEORGE: They were recom-
mended, but I do not k-now that they got
the increases.

Mn. VOSPER: There are very few
increases, if any.

THE PREMaiER: All the increases
recommended by the Inspector General
are on the Estimates, I believe.

Mn. VOSPER: Of the Estimates, one
single lpage is devoted to the Education
Department. In every other department
we find that every cler-k is given in detail,
but in the Education Department the
whole of the teachers are put down in a
lump sum. Why is that so ?

THE PREMIER: The teachers are paid
subject to regulations.

MR. VOSPER: But why should not
the information be given to hion. menm-
hers ? I notice that there is a guard at
Government House, and two gardenersare
employed in the Governor's domain: these
officers' salaries are put down on the
Estimates separately.

THE: P~as: Where salaries are
governed by regulations, it is not custom-
ary to put the salaries individually on
the Estimates.

MR. VOS PER: It would be better to
do so. All the information which I have
given to the Committee, I have been
obliged to derive from private sources
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and by investigation among the teachers
themselves.

THE: Cournsrowwa. op RbAWAYS:
You could call for a return.

MR. VOSPER: I do not want the
return now, as I have got the informa-
tion through another channel, and am
satisfied with its accuracy; but when the
salaries of other persons appear on the
Estimates, there should be no0 exception
in this case. Among the items which do
appear on the Estimates is one for the
training of teachers, £500. I do not
know exactly what it means, but I take
it to mean, if it means anything, that
there mnust be some kind of school or
college to which these teachers can be
admitted, or in which they can pass their
final examinations; and I want to point
out to the Premier, and anyone who
knows anything about the work of the
department will confirm mae in Saving,
there is no more necssity for £C500
being spent on a training college than
there is for the expenditure of that sumi
on military ballooning.

THE: PREIR: The officers of the
department say that, is one of the most
important improvements required.

Mn. VOSPER: In Victoria, where
there is a population of over a million to
draw from and to cater for, the Educa-
tion Department did start a training
college, and they fondi that they turned
out more teachers in one year than the
public service could absorb in five. The
sme thing will occur here.

THE PREMIER: NO; the department
here cannot get teachers.

MR. VOSPER: I am credibly informed
there are teachers here, hundreds of
men and women, fully qualified to teach,
hut who will not join the department
because it does not pay them to join;
and no wonder!1 When you will not
give them a navvy's wages. is it sur-
prising that you cannot get teachers?
The -marvel is how you can manage to fill
the positions you have at the present
time. I cannot get employees if I choose
to offer them sweating wages; and these
teachers are sweated: there is no doubt
about that. They have very hard and
difficult tasks to perform: they have to
live, many of them, in comparatively
isolated neighbourhoods, and to put up
with privations and hardships of a serious
nature, Fancy a, man or a, womuau hay-

ing to live on a far-off goldfield, in some
remote back-blocks township, and being
paid a pittance which the man could
double if be went to work in a mine, or
which the woman could double if she
became a barmaid.

MR. CONNOR: The Salaries of teachers
in religious schools are no higher.

M.&. VOSPER: But we must remem.-
her that condition is brought about by
religious enthusiasm, a very powerfuli
factor; and. I do not suppose the training
college is intended to produce by training
an enthusiasm for low salaries in these
teachers. If we are going to train up
children in the way they should go, and
expect to train them to disregard the
principle of a fair day's wage for a fair
day's work, I fear we shall find it a
somewhat costly experiment. But as
regards the training of teachers in the
ordinary duties of their profession, there
is 'not the slightest necessity and it is a
Sheer waste of money to put a sum. like
this on the Estimates for a training
olege. The Committee will be guilty of
sheer waste of money if they pass that
item; and I say that the gentleman who
recommended it does not know his busi-
ness, or else the itemi wouild not be
there.

lip. GEorwE:- I want to see where
this training college is to be located.

Mu. VOSPER: I do not ]know that,
or what process is going to be adopted
for the spending of the £500. Then I
notice that the incidental expenses,
including travelling expenses and rents
of schools, have gone up from £9724 l7s.
last year, to £1,600 for this year.

THE PREMIER: We used to have a
fee fund, before. The fee fund has keen
albolished. When speaking of these
items, the hon. mnember should recollect
the fact that there is now no fee
fund.

Mn. VOSPER: I understand that.
We now have free education; and I will
waive the objection to the extra expendi-
ture in those items certainly, although I
notice that every item hbere is just about
double what it wvas last Year, even Such
items as "minor repairs."1

THE PREMIER: Those repairs used to
be done out of the fee fund.

THE COoMMISSIONER OP RAILwAYS:
Yes; that is so; and from that fund we
received about £5,000 a year,
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'3R. VOSPER: But every farthing of
that amount should have been under the
control of Parliament.

THE PREmiER: The expenditure of
the fee fund was administered by a
board.

THE MINISTER op MINES: The Minis-
ter used to control the expenditure.

MRt. VOSPER: Quite so; Parliament
had nothing, to do with it. Then the
sooner Parliament insists upon fees of
that kind being paid into the consoli-
dated revenue and accounted for and
expended b *y Parliamentary authority,
the better it will be for this country.

THE PREMIER: That has not been
done.

ME. VOSPER: Why not?
THE PREMIRau I do not know.
MR. VOSPER: That is the usual Wes-

tern Australian reply. If we ask for a
reason for any preposterous anomaly,
that is the reply, " I do not know." It
is true they do not know. But that is
not what we expect from Ministers: they
should comec down to this House with
the express purpose of knowing, and of
letting other people know as wvell. I
think I have done with the Education
Department, and with the Estimates
generally. I bad intended to have made
a few observations of a kindly and good-
natured character concerning the Police
Department, but I will postpone them to
a more convenient occasion. I will simply
conclude by saying that an investigation
of these Estimates will show that, although
the Premier has done his level best to
curtail expenditure as much as possible,
there are still directions in which that
expenditure may be curtailed; and it
appears to me that he has to some extent
been misled by some of those persons
under thum or under his Ministers, who
do mislead their superiors when oppor-
tunity offers; and I Say -also that while
the House should clip the accounts in
various directions, the Government should
undoubtedly' make provision on the Sup-
plenentary Estimates for higher salairies
and better treatment to those unfortunate
servants of the public who educate the
youth of the colony, and who have power
to do so much to mould the rising genera-
tion. I urge the cases of those teachers
upon the attention of the Committee and
of the Premier.

THE PREMIER: They are bettor paid
than they were a year or two ago.

MR. VOSPEE: That only shows that
we are becoming civilised. F~or my own
part, the only thing I complain of is that
the process is too gradual; and I want to
point out that there is nothing of more
importance to a country than to have a
thoroughly efficient system of education,
administered by capable men, for the
future history' of this colony and of the
whole of Australia largely depends upon
its educational system. We know only
too well that at the present moment in
some of our large cities there is a grave
amount of degeneration going on. Atten-
tion has been called to this by statisti-
cians, by various writers on sociological
problems, and in our police records.
ILarrikinism is on the increase in -all our
big towns; it is on the increase in Perth;
and unless we have a thoroughly good
system of education, we are laying up
troubles of the most serious magnitude
for ourselves and for our descendants ;
and the result may prove in the future of
a very abnormal and disastrous character.
I therefore earnestly urge upon the Gov-
ernment the necessity for a reorganisa-
tion of this department, or at least, if
not for a reorganisation of the depart-
ment, for a redistribution of the money
expended on education, so that those who
do a fair day's work at so important a
task may receive a fair day's wage.

Ma. GEORGE (Murray): I do not
propose to detain the House long in my
comments on these Estimates. I ami
going to reserve my forces for the pur-
pose of fighting them item by item, where
I think it necessary; and as I fancy that
is rather a large task, it will not do for
me to worry at this early stageB by making
too much comment on the Estimates in
bulk. But I must congratulate the Gov-
ernment in that they seen to have been
very careful to frame the amounts of
estimated revenue on the basis of what
they are likely to receive, with a re-
sult which is noticeable in connection
with some of the items. Comparing
those items with the amounts estimated
for the same purposes last year, it
seems that the very severe. lesson we
had last year has been taken to heart and
has done good, and I hope it will con-
tinue to hear fruit upon the Treasur 'Y
benches. With mucth of what the miew-
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ber for North-East Ooolgarclie (Mr. Vos-
per) has Baia, I agree; but some parts of
his address are, I think, not quite so fair
as I know that hon. member would like
to be. In connection with the Education
Department, only a. few mouths ago I felt
very much the same as the lion, member
does, -when in the course of my duty as
member for the Murray I found it neces-
sary to wait upon the Inspector General;
and I then found that officer's ideas were
far more in accord with the liberal views of
the member for North-East Coolgardie
thanu I should have imagined, knd I
believe the Inspector General of Schiools
would, if he had the power, not only
adequately pay his teachers, but would
take care that they had such privileges
as would result in obtaining and preserv-
ing- the best available talent for teaching
purposes. I have had to run a tilt
against that officer in previous years, and
I think it is only fair that 1 should say
what I have jusat said. In further refer-
ence to educational matters, I notice that
for the first time in the Estimates we
have some idea of what the fees and
the receipts from other sources have
been in respect of that department ;
and I cannot conceive how it is that the
Premier has apparently never tat-en any
notice of this matter in the " black year"
we had in 1898-9. On page 10 of the
Estimates I find that. the Education
receipts are given as, sale of books £400,
school fees £21,500, and a proportion of
that latter item is of course done away
with since free education hias been estab-
lished. But there is a further itemi,
"1Other receipts, £3,300." I do not sup-I
pose any ordinary member of Parliament
can be expected to know what "other
receipts " mean; and while I congratulate
the Government on the fact that these
figures are brought under the purview of
this House, I cannot understand why
they have been kept from Parliament in
the years gone by.

THE PREMIER: Those matters were
for many years under the control of the
Board of Education.

MR. GEORGE: I have no doubt the
Premier can explain that there were
departmental reasons why this informa-
tion should have been withheld from
Parliament; but that does not satisfy me
as a member of the House whose duty it
is, although a comparatively unimipot-

ant member, to see like other members
what the resources of the country are,
and whether they are properly adminis-
tered; and withont wishing to say any-
thing unkind-i want to be as kind and
as gentle to the Premier, as far as he will
allow me, as I possibly can--I should
like to know in what other departments
are there unknown or undisclosed sources
of revenue, of which Parliament has a
right to know'? If this thing has occurred
in the Education Department-of course
it has been perfectly honest, I know-are
there any other departments the resources
of which Parliament does not know and
does not control?

Tus PR.EMIER: No; none.
Ms. GEORGE. Well, I am pleased

indeed to know that. One of the prin-
cipal duties of the "1faithful Commons"
of Her Majesty, whether in the colonies
or in the old country, has always been to
keep the purse-strings within their con-
trol; and when there have been little
matters of this sort going on without
the control Of Parliament, -we certainly
have not been carry' ing out the duties
for which we were elected. If thle
Premier will refer to Hansard some three
years ago, he will, find the member for
the Murray then, in his usual manner,
asked for a lot of information with
regard to this department, and was met
with pretty nearly the same kind of
answer that the meni her for North-East
Coolgardie got to-nighit. I should like to
advise the Premier, if he will take a bit
of kindly advice, that instead of being
'*ctock-sure " on matters of which he
knows nothing, he should take a note of
those items of which some hion. members
who mention them know a. little, and
should make his inquiries and give
answers to the House such as the House
could accept; because I can assure the
right hon. gentleman that those of us
who have watched him for a few years
can "read between the lines " wvhen hie
tells us that this and that are all right.
We know he believes that all is right;
but what we want himn to do, what most
of the members of this House desire, is
that hie should realise that hie is prac-
tic-ally occupying the position of cashier
of the important finn of Western Aus-
tralia. As cashier, it is the Premier's
duty to know thoroughly well what money-
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is coming in, am] to disclose to thle House
all the sources of income.

THE PREMIER: That has been done for
a considerable time.

MR. GEORGE: Of course the Premier
says that everything is all right, hut Some
members do not seem to think so. I
quite agee with the member for North-
East Coolgardie, that salaries in the
Education Department should be shown
in the Estimates, in the same way as in.
connection with the Postal and Telegraphi
Department. Why should there be any
difficulty in supplying this informationP

THE PREMxIER:- There is no difficulty.
Mr.. GEORGE: Then I presume we

have the Premier's promise that next year
we shall have this information in full.

THE, PaEMI1rn: I will ])ut a copy of
the Regulations on the table of the House.

MRt. GEORGE:- Never mind the Regu-
lations. Will the Premier give a promise
that next year this information will be
laidI before hon. membersP

THE PREMER:- The hion. member might
as well mnake the same request in con-
nection wvith the Railway Department.

Mn. GEORGE:- The two departments
are different altogether. The Railway
'Department has a, large floating body of
employees, who can be dispensed with at
any moment, whereas the Education
Department has not.

THE PREM~IER: I wvll lay a copy of
the Regulations on the table to-morrow,
and lion. mnembers can see exactly what
teachers are paid.

IfR. GEORGE: InI laying tile Rtegula-
tins on the table the Premier will not
g-ive us, the information we are entitled
to. We have a right to know where te
schools are, and if that be so, we have.a
right to know what the teachiers are paid.

MA. MonoAms: Where is the money to
come from to pay increased salariesl

Mu. GEORGE : I do not know where
the mioney will come from, because I amn
not paid to know that, or even to know
where it goes to; but I presume the
Treasurer will find the money.

MR. MORGANS: L do not think he can.
MR. GEORGE: And we will try and

instruct him where he can spend it.
AIR. MORGoANS: The Premier cannot

find it.
MR. GEORGE: Oh, yes, he can. If

the Premier tells me tha lie is not dis-
posed to give this information before the

session closes, I shall feel it my duty to
ask the House to agree with me in a
motion that a return be laid before
Parliamient.

THEu PREMIER: I will see what can be
done.

Mn. GEORGE: A few sessions ago
the Premier gave some useful information
in regard to salaries, which information
had a tendency to shorten the debate on
thle Estimates, and a return in regard to

Isalaries in the Education Departmentl
will no doubt have a similar tendency.

TEg PR.EMIER: I think I can promise
to give the information.

Ma. MORGAS: The informa~tion will
be down to-morrow.
I MR. GEORGE: Seeing that the
"seventh Minister" has told me the

information will be down to-morrow, I
can possess mny soul in peace. I see that
£95,000 is put down to pay the expenses
of looking after the welfare of the abori-
gines, and I should like to know what
has been done, and whether the expendi-
ture under this head is now under the
control of the Government.

Tug PREmi.ER: Yes; absolutely.
Ma. GEORGE:. One item which I

certainly will not grumble at is that
which gives a grant to literary*), scientific,
and agrricultural institutions. I ani
pleased to see that a grant is given to the
Deaf and Dumb Institution, and I would
be better pleased if a couple of hundred
pounds or so had. been Spared for the
Blind Asylum.

THE PREMxIER : Is there not an amount
put, down for the Blind Asylum ?

Mn. GEORGE: I do not see any
amount, but I fancy the matter has only
to be mentioned to earn the practical
sympathy of the Premier.

TEE PREMIER: If the hon. member
refers to page 23, lie will see that £500
is down for the Home Teaching Society
for the Blind.

MR, GEORGE: That is another thing
altogether. I am speaking of the Blind
Asylum, though I know the Home Teach-
ing Society is a most useful institution.

Tn PREMIpn: I think this society
means the Blind Asylum.

Mn. GEORGE: No; this society pro-
vides teachers to go to persons' homes
and teach blind children, but I ami speak-
ing of the Blind Asylum, which has only
lately been started.
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Tan PiRErnin: I think thesene insti-
tution is meant. At any x-ate, last year the
Government gave £800 towards the
buiding of a blind asylum.

AIR. GEORGE: In any case, perhaps
the Premier would see his way to place
£2200 down for thje benefit of the Blind
Asylum.

THE: PREMIER: The £800 was towards
the building, and the £600 I have just
mentioned is to continue the work.

MR. GEORGE: There is an item of
£5,000 as a bonus towards the erection
of smelting works at Fremiatle, and I
would like to know whether the Premier
is going to give bonuses to other indus-
tries, a great mlany of which have been
started without any assistance from the
Government at all.

THE PREMIER: The bonus to the
smelting works is not paid yet, and we
only promised to submit the matter to the
Rouse. We did not uindertake that the
House would agree to the payment of the
bons, but I hope the House wvill.

Mn. GEORGE: In my opinion, the
smaller industries are niore deserving of
boniuses, than large industries which axe
started with huge capital drawn from
other countries.

TH E PBanasa: This company was
esta.1lished in anticipation of this bonus,
and of the grant of land for the works.

Mn. GEORGE. The company was
established on the strength of a bonus and
the grant of the land ?

MR. Vosnn: ' And Mr. Wittentoom, a
Minister of the Crown, was a director of
the company.

THE PaREME: I approved of the offer
being made b:y the compan Y, and th e mat-
ter -was considered by the Cabinet in the
ordinary war.

MIR. GEORGE: Amn I to understand
that the public were "d cone" in the
ordinary wayP

THs Pansasa: The agreement was on
the table of the House two years ago.

MR. GEORGE: Poor Western Aus-
tralia! When we reach that itemn I shall
have a few words to sayV on behalf of
smaller industries, because I believe that
the people deserving encouragement are
thle smiall men, and not the big men who
can command any amount of capital.

THE PREmIER: The Government
thought it a very important matter at
the time, I can assure you.

MR. GEORGE: It seems to be a very
good idea to have a friend in the, Cabinet,
and I understand from the member for
North-East Coolgardie ('Mr. Vosper) that
one of the members of the Government
was actually a director.

MR. VosPER: That wats so.
Ma. GEORGE: When this bonus was

passed ?
Ma. Vosrnn: I would not say that.
Ms. GEORGE : I think the matter

requires considerable explanation.
MR. HUBBLE: Thle bonus was after

Mr. Wittenoom had left.
Ms. Voarna:. Mr. Wittenoont was one

of the original directors of the company,
and formed part of the inducement in the
flotation.

THE PREMIER: Mr. Wittenoons had
nothing to do with the granting of the
bonus,

MR. GEORGE: We find a Minister
acting. as director, and also as the advo-
cate for a. grant of land, and this is the
same 'Minister wvho permitted a Govern-
inent employee to become a mining expert
and reporter, and who after having set,
this bad example, got the highest office it
is possible -to give in the colony. It
seems to me that the Premier, as tile
censor of public morals, ought to be more
careful in the colleagues he selects. I
should like to say a lot about the rail-
ways, but I am tongue-tied just now, and
will only ask the Premier for a little
explanation in regard to the Estimates.
I notice that there is a column in which
appear unexpended balances which re-
quir to be revoted. Are we to under-
stand that these items in that coliun
are included in the amount of the Esti-
mates for die coming 12 monthsF

THE PREMIER: Yes.
Mn. GEORGE: And that we have not

to vote the ordinary items, and revote
those items as welli

Tan PREMIER: Certainly not.
Ma. GEORGE: And then we find

something about unexpended liabilities
on 30th Jutne, 1899. That is a -new idea?

THE PREMIER: There is the same
explanation in regard to that.

Ma. GEORGE:- What is the idea of
putting these m-atters in at different way ?

TIRE PREMIER: I do not know: it
may be a mistake.

MsI. GEORGE: I dto not tbink that
there has been exercised the care there
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should have been in these matters. On
page 43 1 notice " amount to cover
salaries of officers whose services will
terminate during the financial year, £697
2s. 3d.," and " rnexpended baance, £38
9s. 6d."

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORMS:
That should have all been struck out.

BMu GEORGE : To have £300 origin-
ally voted, spend £700, and then have
£88 unexpended balance, shows the
Government to be better financiers than
any I have come across.

TEE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORSs:
We understand the figures.

MR. GEORGE : I am pleased to see
that in some departments there have been
advances of salaries amounting to £10,
£220, and £25 a 'year; and in the Postal
Department there are, T notice, a con-
siderable number of such advances to
officers who are very well deserving of
them. I also notice in oilier departments,
to which I shall drawv attention at the
proper time, comparatively largeincreases
in the higher salaries. I do not suppose
these officers are not worth the money,
but it is usually' understood in private
life, and I tale' it the same rule should
govern public lie, that if the sovereigns
coming in weekly are few, the house-
keeping must be kept within bounds; and
if we apply the same principle to public
matters, we have no right, while denying
legitimately expected increases to the
lower-paid officers, to raise the Salaries of
the higher officers in the samte depart-
ment. I amr aware it is too much to
expect the Premier to know everything
about the Estimates, but the reason he
gets so much criticism is that he wishes
us to Understand that he does know
everything about them. 'When lie gets
"cornered," however, he says he does not
know, and that ends the matter.

MR. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I regret the Premier has not seen fit to
introduce his Loani proposals yet. I can
assure him that thepeople in thenorth-east
districts are waiting wvith grat interest
to hear his statement, and to know how it
is intended to construct the various rail-
ways proposed in the Governor's Speech.
The developments which hiave lately
occurred in the north-east district, on the
Malcolm and Mount Margaret goldfields,
have been somnething, enormous ; and
the people of that district are exceed-

ig' anxious to know what action is
going to be taken by the Government on
this question. I know many instances
where owners of properties have declined
to order plant at the present moment,
owing to the idea that they may be able
to take it up by rail, and 'Save -the great
expense of having it carted along the road
from Menzies. Moreover, the cost of
working mines in that distiict is so great
that the prosperity and development of
the distr-ict are being greatly retarded
owing to the very heavy cost of cartage
throughout the district. I think some-
thing definite should have been laid
before us when the Premier was deliver-
ig his Budget speech, because it is a
matter of very great consideration to the
people in that district especially. And
we should also like to have known what
action the Government purpose taking
with regard to other railways. As to tlhe
proposed railway from Menzies to Mount
Malcolm and Leonora, I hope we wvill very
shortly k-now exactly' what the Govern-
ment intend to do. The summer season
is Coining on, and there is no provision
made for water supply north of Kalgoor-
lie. It will be necessary for the railway
to be extended beyond Menzies, because
further north there is really a good
supply of water. I repeat I very much
regret that the Premier has not seen fit
to place the Loan Estimates before us, or
to give us some promise that there will be
a pipe line to connect the Niagar'a reser-
voir with Menzies. There is no mining
district in the whole of Western Australia
so badly off, and there are very few
districts which lpay so fine a revenue to
the country as Menzies. When the large
vote for the Niagara darn was passed by)
this House, there was a tacit Understand-
ing, anyhow, that the water scheme would
be connected with the Menzies district.

THE PREMIER: I do not think T said
so-

MR. GREGORY; The right hon.
gentleman gave me to Understand so,
anyhow. I hope that when he is intro-
ducing the loan proposals hie will see fit
to place an amount on the Estimates to
carry the water uip there. The charge is
from 12s. 6d. to 15s. a hundred gallons.
and it is very ha~rd to induce people to
come to a district such as that, when the
cost of living is so great. The cost of
Mater for crushing in the Menzies district
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is from 17s. 6d. to 20s. per thousand
gallons, for sialt water containing from
8 to 16 per cent. of solid matter.
Considering that Meuzies comes second
in gold yield and second in dividends in
Westerni Australia, and that the sale of
town lots there has brought the Govern-
muent a very large sumn of money, I think
it is the duty of the Government to try
to do something to induce further settle-
ment in the district. It is a go-ahead
district, and I hope the Premier will see
fit to expend a sum. of money there. In
regard to the Mines, Department, I ami
pleased to find that the Minister of Mines
has seen fit to appoint another inspector
for the Mount Malcohm district. That
has been very necessary for some time.
The member for South Murchison (Mr.
Rason) will be able to tell the Minister
there are eases in which no mining in-
spector has visited Lawlers. field-not
even where deaths have occurred through
mining accidents-for over 12 months.
I ami pleased the Minister has seen fit to
appoint new inspectors, and that greater
precautions will be taken in those districts
for the safety of the men. I want to
draw attention to a couple of items on the
Estimates. I amn pleased indeed to see
that the wardens' salaries have been
increased. The wardens are gentlemen
who have very' arduous duties, and to
meet the expenses the increase was cer-
tainly wanted. I want to draw atteantion
to the difference in the amiount given to
the registrar at Menzies and that paid to
the registr-ars on other goldfields. The
registrar at Menzies hag to take charge of
the principal office on that goldfiel1d, and
has to keep two complete sets of books,
for Ularring district and Menzies district.
Ile receives less than the registrars of
Malcohn, Tawlers,and Norseman. I drew
attention to this fact last year, and the
rrewier himself made a slight note of it.
This year I find that the registrar at
Menzies has received an increase of £25,
he haviog the principal office in that
goldfield, and being the pincipal
registrar.

THPa PREMIER: The Minister of Mines
looks after thiat.

Mn. GREGORY: The Minister of
Mines was absent when I was discussing
the question last yea and a note was
taken of the imatter. I also want to draw
attention to the clerk of courts there,

who acts also as treasury cashier. He
has to work up to 9 or 10 o'clock, and
even tip to miidnight, to get through the
work. The clerk of courts has, I say,
taken over the work of treasuiry cashier,
to whomi the Governinenttoriginally paid
£250 a year. He does, that in addition
to other duties, and his salary is £226,
and £25 for doing the work of cashier.
So only £250 is paid to that officer,
whereas the Government paid £250
before to the treasury cashier.

TmcxE PREMIER: I think the revenue
fell off a, good deal.

Ma. GREGORY: For nine months
the revenue has been over £8,000, that on
the account of the registrar alone, without
reckoning other things. I know that the
officer has a great deal of work to do.
Another reason whby I would have liked
some reference made to the Loan proposals
is onl account of the great question of the
public batteries.

THE Pnsmiuu:. You will have themn
now very soon; in a few days, I hope.

Mn. GREGORY: Thank you. I do
not know whether members recognise. the
great imiportafte of the public batteries.
In July there were 2,816 tons of ore
crus hed, yield ing 1, 696oz. ; August, 2,481
tons, yielding 2,06 loz.; September, 2,097
tons, yielding 2,375oz.; the total number
of ounces for the three months being
6,132, which, estimated at £8 16s. an
ounce, gave a value of £23,301.

Mx. Vosp-Ex: Is that North Cool-
gardie?

MR. GREGORY: No. Money'i en
distributed amongst people on te gold-
fields, tending to make the fields richer,
and assisting in the progress of those
outlying districts. In every case in
my district these batteries ha-ve been
placed in outlying places. I know I
have been making very severe speeches
with regard to some of the batteries,
and I am pleased to see the bat-
teries are becoming a very great suc-
cess, especially in my district. I amt
sorry the Premier, when making his
Budget speech, referred specially to my
district, and I am sure he did it out of
pique to myself. He stated that the
Yerilla district was not producing enough
stone; but lie should have gone through
the list and found ont whether the
Yerilla district compared favourably with
other districts.
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Tnas PREMIER: Mv assertion was based
on information I had received.

MR. GREGORY: The information
camne from me. I found they were not
running three shifts, and not bringing in
the stone they should do, and I had an
article written in the public Press in the
district, urging the people to assist the
department all they could, for it was
extremely' possile that if they did not
keep the battery going they might lose
it. The first battery I recommended was
the Mullins, battery, and I am sure the
Minister of Mines will agree that the
recommendation was a good one. The
cost incurred by the Government will
make that district really prosperous. In
the Mulline district 278 tons were crushed
in July. An accident occurred in the
early portion of the month through a
breakage or something. In August, 410
tons were crashed, and in September, 670
tons. At Ida there was a very good
result, 179 tons being crushed in July.
443 in August, and 3.52 in September.
At Yerilla, 362 tons were crushed in
July, 316 in August, and 176 in Sep-
tember. In the Tuckanarra district only
198 tons were crushed in August and 135
in September. The figures in regard to
Lentionville were 147, 170, 174. There-
fore, the Yerifla district, although com-
plaints were made by me against that
district, and it was 'ispecially picked out
by the Premier as being a district from
which the batteny would have to be
removed, has furnished a good return.
My object was to compel the people to
bring in an abundance of stone in the
district, and assist in every way to make
the battery pay, and if possible get lower
charges in the future. I know it is
the intention of the Minister of Mines to
shortly erect some cyaniide plants. I do
not think there is ainy district in which a
cyanide plant could be better erected
than in the Mulline district. I believe
the cost would be only about £1,000,
and it is my intention to urge the people
in the district to make uip the value from
tailings, which would probably recoup
the first cost of the wvork. If the Govern-
mnent wvill do this, it will mean there will
lbe veryv little of the troub~le which has
oc-curred in the past; there will be less
complaints, and prospectors will feel
askinred that they are getting evei-y
ounce of gold front their stone. In the

Budget speech this year, the Premier said
there would be som~e alterations in the
method of distributing the medical vote.
In the North Coolgardie and Mount
Margaret district, miners have subscribed
to assist the hospitals, and I believe it is
the only district where the public sub-
scribe a reasonable amount to carry on
these institutions. I notice that there is
a sum of £81 .OuO (in the Estimates this
year as the tost to the country. Last
year the sumn was £88,000, whilst in the
excess vote a sumi of £38,000 appears,
making a total of £126,000 paid for our
hospitals. I think some scheme must he
adopted. otherwise the Government will
have to take over the whole of these
institutions. People on the fields are not
going to allow the Government to pay all
the expenses of the hospitals in Perth and
in the comitry districts, and even in some
districts on 'the goldfields- Ooolgardie
and Kalgoorlie for instance - and not to
pay them in other places. I know it is
very difficult to decide how this money
shaill be used, and T think the Govern-
nient might carry out at system of sub-
sidising- the whole of these institutions
according to the amount that is raised by
the. public. The whole of the hospital
estimate must be reorganised, and I can
assure the Premier that the people
in the districts I have mentioned will
not continue to subscribe unless they are.
treated in the same manner as people in
more favoured districts are treated. I also
wish to indorse the remarks made by the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) in regard to the State school
teachers' salaries. A teacher has been
appointed for Malcolm and Leonora, to
give half his time to each place; and that
mani has been offered the munificent
salary of £160 a year-£3 a week for a
man who has to travel 12 miles, and live
for half a week in one town and half a
week in another! It will be impossible
for that teacher to live in a tent, because
it will not be safe for him to leave his
belongings in Malcolm while he is awvay
in Leonora; therefore. hie will have to
board somewhere, and lie will have to
pay a higher price for his board because
hie can live only half a week in each town.
It is not fair to ask a man to live in these
twot towns on £3 a week. I am glad
that the motion which I moved in this
House has taken effect, and that one new
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teacher has been appointed in my district,
and that another teacher is to be ap-
pointed. I also think where it is possible,
both in connection with the railway and
the education Estimates, that a fufl list
of the civil servants should be placed on
the Estimates. We should be in a posi-
tion to know in what way every penny is
expended. so that when the votes come
before the Committee, some strong oppo-
sition can be shown unless we get an
assurance that the fullest information
will be given to hon. members.

MR. MrORGAINS (Coolgardie): I am
gand indeed to hiave an opportunity of
indorsing a great deal of what the
member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory) has said in regard to the
north-east district. There is no doubt
that it is one of the most important dis-
tricts in the colony, if not at present the
most important, leaving Coolgardie and
Kialgoorlie out of consideration. I would
like tW point out to the hon. members that,
as 1 understand the position, the reason
we do not see any amonoit on the Esti-
mates for the railways he has mentioned
is because the money will be provided
on the Loan Estimnates.

MR. GREGORY: I thought you dis-
cussed that question beore.

MR. Vospnn: It is rather an innova-
tion to speak twice in a debate.

MR. MORGANS: I do not think so:
we are in Committee. I did not know
that I was out of order, as we are in
Committee, and I understand that it is
the privilege of a member to speak in
Oomnmittee as often as he likes.

MR. VospEn: Do not make it a, prece-
dent, that is all.

MR. MORGANS: I do not want to
create a precedent. I only want to refer
to the question of the railways, which has
been brought up by the membr for North
Coolgardie.

Mn. GREGORY: This matter was brought
up by the member for Coolgardie himself,
when be spoke in regard to the railway
extensions for fully half-an-hourr; and I
thought that, as liberty bad been given
to the member for Coolgardie, I might
also trespass on the time of the Com-
mittee.

MR. MORGANS: I do not see whyv
my bon. friend should object to my
speaking. I am trying to support him in
what he said, therefore I cannot see

where his objection comes in; and I only
want to say that I quite indorse what die
hion. memb~er said. I was going to say,
in regard to the battery at Yerilla, that
it would be a great mistake if the Govern-
ment stopped that battery : it should be
kept going. If the battery does not pay
for a year or two, it should be kept going,
as it is in an important district. With
regard to the construction of new rail -
ways, my only object in referring to them
was to support the membler for North
Coolgardie in wvhat he said; and, not-
withstanding the fact that I appeared to
be out of order, with permission I would
like to indorse his remarks and emphasise
them.

MR. GREGORY: I thought you were
drawing attention to my being out of
order.

MR. MORGANS: I1 thought the lion.
member was very much in order, and I
wish to indorse what he said. My only
object was to support the lion. niemiber,
and to impress on the Government the
important facts with regard to that great
district which the lion. member has so
ably and eloquently brought before the
Committee. I sincerely' hope that when
the time comes the Government will not
forget the just demands of this very
important district.

MR. LEAKE (Albany): I notice that
one or two hon. members have, in a spirit
of misplaced generosity, congratulated the
member for Central Murchison for hay-
in~g congratulated the Government on
having put before the House what they
seem to term a very intelligible and in-
telligent Financial Statement. But, as I
understand the member for Central Mu--
chison, he did not congratulate the Gov-
ernment at all: he condemned them, -and
he condemned their financing; but lie
congratulated the country on its financial
vitality, and if it had not been for the
country's financial vitality, I should like
to know where the Ministry would be at
the present time. It is not the Mdinist-ry
who have kept the counli-y going, but the
country has kept the Ministry going:
there is not the slightest doubt about
that, and anyone who takes the trouble
to analyse the right lion, gentleman's
figu-es will see that. The right bon.
gentleman cast a sort of film over the
true state of affairs by a retrospect of the
last 10 years, and a reference to what he
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used to do in politics. We do not want
that sort of thing. We believe in the pre-
sent and the future, particularly when the
finances of the country are concerned.
There is nothing I assure bon. members
to congratulate ourselves upon with re-
gard to the financial condition. Th my
opinion it is deplorable, and this position
of affairs has been brought about by the
administration of the right hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues. After 9 orI
10 years of unexamlpled prosperity,
as I pointed out last year, how the
Goverrnent have landed the country in
the position we are in to-day is in-
explicable. The fact has to be faced,
and I suppose this Parliament will have
to try to gret the country out of the
position it is in, and endeavour to reclaim.
the credit of the country. We are accus-
tomled to hear anticipations of the imost
airy kind, as well as of the most improb-
able kind. [Interjection by a MINSrTER.]
As the Minister of Mines says, it is
the same old story: it is the same
old story no doubt on Ibotb sides of the
House -recklessness on one side, and
the wanting of caution on the other band.
The great financier from West ]Kimrberley
can laugh, but I will give him some
figmues directly which, if he thinks he can
do so, be. will be able to criticise. I do
not profess to be a financier;i I under-
stand figures only to a limited extent;
consequently I am not going to indulge
in any wild fancies. I am not going to
follow the lead of the Premier in his
fancies and prophesies, or I may be
landed in the very sane trouble as he has
landed himseif in to-day. Let us only
go back 12 months, when a warning
was given to the Premier and hie was
beginning to take notice of it, because it
had been echoed for two or three years,
and the desire was then evinced on the
part of the Premier to draw in his hornas
and check the recklessness and extrava-
gance which hie and his colleagues had
gone in for during the previous years.
The Premier told the Conmmittee that the
estimated credit on the 30th June this
wear would be £5,112-a small amount ,hut it wvas an estimated credit. lHe said,
in dealing with the estimate of expendi-
ture and the deficit:

I have arranged it in such a way that if we
got the revenuec we hope to obtain, and do not
spend more than the estimated expenditure,

we will be able to pay off the deficit of

That is very clever financing! It is
extremely clever! If we get the revenue
we hope, and do not spend more than the
estimated expenditure, we shall. be able
to pay our debts. Really, I think it is
elementary, to say the least of it; but
unfortunately even in the elements, of
the science, the right hon. gentleman is
hopelessly ad-rift.

THiE PREMIER:. The hion. ineiber
laughs.

MR, JiEAXE: I laugh sometimes at
other people's ignorance, but perhaps
that is not fair. I am excessively angry
at this moment, as hon. muembers can see,
and even in my anger I desire to point
out to the right hon. gentleman opposite,
who takes credit for financing this great
country and getting the finances into a
muddle, that hie said last year he antici-
pated a credit balance of £5,112, and
yet he had to admuit the other evening
there was a deficit of nearly a quarter
of a million -£247,000 odd. Well, that
is excellent financing, is it not? For
three years past, unfortunately, the revenue
bas been falling'

THE PREMIER: Three years patst, did
you say ?

Mat. LEAKE: Yes. The autual
revenue for the year ending June, 1897,
was £2,842,000 odd; for 1898 it was
£2,754,000; and for 1899, £2,478,000.

Tnx PREMiER: That is two years, not
three.

Ma. LEAKE: That is three years,
from 1897.

THE PREMAIE:R: No. In 1897 the
revenue was at its highest.

MR. LEARE: The estimated expen-
diture for this year, ending June, 1900,
is £2,616,000 odd.

THE PREMIER: You said three years,
but you have only mentioned two.

MR. LEAXE: Well, mnake the most
of the point.

Tas PRE~MER: And it is a point.
UP_. LEAKiE: There ls been a fall-

ing off, we will say for the last two
years, if you like. I said three, and I
have not withdrawn the expression.

THE PREMIER.: You made at mistake;
and it is a very important error, too.

MKC ILING WORTHI: No.
MR. LEAKE: Let him have his way,

The only manner in which the Premier
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can show the possibility of an increase of
the revenue for this year is by increast'd
taxation, an increased tkxation by the
introduction of the Dividend Duties Bill
and an, increase of the railway rates.

MR. ILLNGWoRTH: Hear, hear.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:

The rates have been reduced by about
£25,000.

-MR. IjEAKE: I am not discussing
the question of railways just now, because
we shall have an opportunity, in the
course of a, day or so, of giving the Coin-
inissionerof Railways quite as much as
he can reply to.

THE PnRME: You mean, when
your lieutenant (Mr. Holmes) starts.

MR. LEAKE: When my lieutenant
starts; and you will find he is a very able
hieutenant, too.

MR. MORGANS : Who is that ?
MR. CoNwou: The lieutenant will

jump your billet, if you do not look
out.

MR. LEAXLE: The Premier has told
the House that he has a great deal to be
thankful for in respect of the remarkable
energy which his colleague, the Com-
missioner of Railways, has exhibited in
the reduction of expenditure in that
department. No doubt there has been a
saving; but it is a curious fact that
this saving was not thought of last year,
when on their own showing the depart-
mnent endeavoured to cut down the
expenditure to starvation point; and
they did introduce the starvation element,
because we know there ensued a whole-
sale dismissal of public servants, and a
consequent starvation of the department.
There is no doubt about that. It can be
proved sufficiently, if there be proper
inquiry. Take, for instance, the Rail-
way Departmeiit itself: there has been a
cutting down in the traffic staff of some-
thing like £5,600, in salaries about
£ 24,000; in materials and -stores,
£43,000 ; in the loco. engineer's depart-
ment, £2,300; and in incidental and
miscellaneous expenses, particulars of
which we as a Parliament are of course
not favoured with, £11,000. There is no
doubt at all that this means the starving
of the department; and when we go
about among the railway employees in the
country, they tell us that in order that
one subdivision of this Railway Depart-
went mlay have its accounts Squared, and

mail show, if not an apparent profit, at
Iall events an apparent economy, one sub-
department plays off its expenditure
against another, and the result is that the
rolling-stock and other plant suffers. I
cannot better illustrate the position than
by repeating what a railway man said to
me not many weeks ago. In talking
about the w~ay in whi"ch engines and
rolling-stock were allowved to get into
disrepair, he said: "Engine number (say
324KB) is a good engine: it does not re-
quire any whistle; you can hear it rattle
a mile off." That is the way. All this
rolling-stock is kept out of the repairing
sheds so that these sub-departments may
show what is really a fictitious balance.

MR. GEORGE:; That is not correct.
MR. LEA XE: What does the lion.

member know about it?
MR. GEORGE:; I know all about it.
MRt. JAMES: He does: hie knows all

about everything. I do not think there
is any sulbject which tile lion. member
dloes not know everything about.

Mu. HUBBLE: But he is on your own
side.

MR. LEAKE: Oh, von can have him.
I simplyv mention these matters as texts
from which the Commissioner of Rail-
ways can make a speech in the course of
a few days. Then we find there has been
a saving as regards additions and repairs
to public buildings. That looks a good
deal like spoiling the ship for the want of
a halfpenny worth of tar. These public
buildings must be maintained, and it is
false economy to allow them to get into
disrepair. The Mines Department saved
something like £26,000; and under the
following heads we find about £16,000-
of course I am not giving all the details:
Surveys on goldfields, £2,000 saved;
surveys of leases, X8,000 saved; bat-
teries, labour, £6,000 saved, Of coarse
we have not had the explanation Yet, but
all these items appear to me to spell
"false economy" rather than anything
else ;and I hope we shall have an
opportunity of considering themi later on.
The Premier has apparently built up his
reputation upon certain public works. I
have now been in Parliament five years,
and the same old Budget speech has done
duty on every occasion: we have always
had these public works and railways
dragged into the debate, and are always
told, " Look at the Fremantle harbour
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works; look at the Coolgrardie water
scheme; look at thle Bunburv harbour
works, andl all these undertakings."
Well, as to the Fremantle harbour
scheme, although it is a creature of the
right hon. gentleman, the present scheme,
curiously enough, is not the one lie
wanted: lie was in favour of the Owen's
Anchorage scheme. But now wve know
the way in which the Premier talks about
his scheme, the Fremantle harbour, and
all the rest of it; and be never shows us
the other side of the picture. I ani
reminded by thelhon. member on my right
(Mr. James) that the gentleman who
most strongly advocated the present Fre-
mantle harbour scheme was the leader of
the Opposition of the dayv, the late Mr. De
Hamel.

THE PREMIER: I never heard1 that.
He was member for Albany, I suppose ?

Ma. LEAKE:- Yes; hie was the memt-
ber for Albany.

THE PREMIER: That is very probable!
MR. LEAKE: Whilst we hear so

much of the railways and works policy o-f
tile Government, we do not hear mnuch of
what we know to be absolute failures.
The Premier never tells us about the
tanks and deansk on the gold fields:- we do
not hear much about that wonderfully
successful work, the Niagara, dam, which
was built on stilts at au outlay, first of all,
of £20,000, and which ultimatelyv cost
about £60,000; and a number of other
dams; and works of that sort. We do not
hear much either this year about that
glorious success, the Greenhills railway,
and little thungs of that kind.

MIR. ILLINqGwORTEf: The train runs
once a year or so.

MR. LEAKE : We do not hear much
about the -money wasted on public build-
ings throughout the country.

THE PREMIER: Where was that?
.MR. LEA WE : Let mie instance Gerald-

ton, where there was a hopeless waste
of money; and I may instance Cool-
gardie also. The public buildings at
o eralton, which would have been a
credit to Perth and might have been
uiseful here, are actually not used in
Geraldton at the present time.

THE; PREIsin~a: Ohl, yes; they are
used.

MR. LEATCE: But I was up there
myself, and I know I was told by the
officials that the whole thing is useless.

Take the hospital too at Geraldton: that
hospital has not been furnished.

MnR, Ron3 soN' It is getting rather late
at night to deb-ate that subject.

Mia. LEAXE - I am sume the lbon.
member wiill bear with mec. Of course
the hon. member has got his buildings,
and he is not going to make a fuss about
them. I ami not saying a word against
Geraldton:- I only wish to point out that,
when the Premier plumes himself upon
his foresight and his glorious public
works policy, I mnay remind hon. ]nembers
there is another side, there is a dark as
well as a bright side to thle picture; but
unfortuatel v we never hear of the dark
side, unless it be mentioned from this
side of the House.

MR. VesPER: We never hear of the
useless railway stations.

Mnu. LEAKE: I believe there are
stations along those northern rail ways
that arc practically useless. But the
great objection I have to this so-called
Budget speech is the fact that we ware
not told th± true financial po~sition of the
country. When our last loans were
failures, we of course expected we shouold
have heard something about ultimate or
future successes; and I had hoped we
should have had some prediction as to
what was going to happen in the course
of a few months. I know it was antici-
pated in the early part of the year that a
loan would be brought out in July ; but
that has not been done, because we know
that the Premier had certain Treasury
bills and other liabilities current; and it
was due to this House that we should
have be*en told about the loans, about the
proposed method of raising money. That
has been done on every, occasion when .-a
previous Financial Statement has been
made, and somne considerable reference
was made last year in the Budget to the
loan mnoneys and to the proposals. We
were told la-st year that unfortunately
their two recent attempts had .been

failures. Those were the last attempts
made to float loans.

Tua PREMIER: Which two were they
that were failures ?

31R. LEAKE: It will take a rather
long time to give the details: shall I read
them ?

Tue Pssn;EVR: Weret here two failures?
The first one, at all events, was sub-
scribed.

[ASSEMBLY." Financial Policy,
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MR. LEAKE (reading) :
On the 26th of last month we were again

unfortunate, for we then offered a one million
loan on the market, and had every reason to
believe it would be well taken up. But hon.
members know the result, that only £'550,OO
was tendered for. That was the second unex-
pected blow.
Then the Premier goes on to say:

I do not want to enter into a comparison,
and I only say this last blow to our credit was
unexpected, and it serves to show how difficult
it is to ginlge the London market, even (inl the
part of those who tire best qualified to do so.

Those are the last attempts.
THRE PREMTIER: What was the first

failure ?
MR. LEAKE: Oh, you can see the

whole thing on page 1089 of RHnsard,
18th August, 1898.

MR. ILLINOWOR'Cil: Why did the
Premnier say it wats the second failure ?

THE PREMIER: The loan was not a
great success, but it was not a failure,
because it was subscribed. There was
only one loan that was not subscribed,
and the bank subscribed the balance.

Ma. LEARE : This, loan was con-
sidered by the Premier a failure last. year,
and Parliament also thought it was a
failuare.

THE PREMITER: We got it all about at
month afterwards.

MR. LEAKE: It was a failure, and
there has been no attempt to float at loan
since.

THE PREMIER: You seem to want to
publish that all over the world.

MR. LEAKE: I watto publish some-
thing worse than that, and I do so for
the reason that I do not think the country
is any the worse for knowing the truth;
and since we cannot get the truth from
the Premier in regard to the exact finan-
cial state of the country, we must try and
show the truth from the Opposition side
of the House. The Opposition labour
under time greatest possible difficulty,
because they have not the command of
the Treasury books, and cannot consult
the civil servants, in addition to which the
Premier will not give us the infoi-mation
lie possesses himself.

THE PREsmiIER: We give You every-
thing you ask for.

MR. LEAKE: Have we not been ask-
ing for information in regard to the
present financial position, and as to how
you propose to float the next loan, We

want that information, but the Premier is
silent.

TUE PREMIER: How are we going to
do it? Do you know?

MR. ILLIXGWQRTH: It is for the Pre-
mier to say how it shall be done.

THE PREMIER: There is only one way
to do it.

MR. LEAKE: It is for the Premier to
tell us how it is to be done: Why does lie
not tell us?'

THE PREMIER: We will raise loans
when we want them.

ME. LEAXE: Why does thle Premier
not tell us when we want them?

THE PREMIER: And publish it all
over the worldl That is good finance!

MR. LEAKE: We are committed. to
very nearly £26,000,000, and that meanis
an indebtedness of about 6C38 per head of
the population. Wheni that is the posi-
tion of the country, we are entitled to
have something more than a groan or a
m11Iurmr fromn the right hon. gentleman:
we want a solid statement of hard
fact.

THE PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition is making both incorrect and
random statements.

MR. LEAKE: If an independent Coin-
mission were appointed to inquire into
the financial condition of the colony at
the present date, the Premier would be
afraid to publish the report. At any rate,
the Premier does not think fit to take the
Opposition into his confidence, and tell uts
exactly how we stand. I notice that
whilst the Premnier published his Financial
Statement at the public expense, he was
careful not to taick on to that the criticism
of the first speaker who followed, namely
the member for Central Murchison (Mr.
fllingworth), a step which would ihave
given the general public a opportuit y
of reading both sides of the question.

TaE PRMIER: The Financial State-
meat was published before the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth1)
spoke.

MR. LEAICE: Of course it was.
MR. ILLI&GWORTIF: The Financial

Statement is published every year.
THE PannsnR: Ron. members asked

to have it.
MR LEAXE : Who asked for it?
THE PREMIER: Members on the Oppo-

sition side of the House, and it is only a
transcript of THansard, after all.
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11R. LEAKE: I know that; but it is
a transcript of only one side of the story.

THE PREMiER: It is the custom to
publish the Premier's financial statement
in every British colony, and the hon.
member knows that.

MR. LEAXE: The Premier based his
wild calculations on an impossible esti-
mnate, namely that the population of the
colony was going to be 290,000. That
was the excuse he made last year for
the reduction of expenditure, when hie
said the population ought to be 290,000,
but was only 170,000. That is the
basis on which the administration of
this country is worked-not on what
is, but what ought to be, and what
ought to be is what the Government
wish for, and what they think they
deserve. If the Premier took actua
figures and was correct in what lie says,
inmely that lie is guided on the basis o

population, hie should Jhave reducedhi
expenditure to a considerable extent. I
would have been much more in the
interests of the country if the Premier
had based his estimate of expenditure on
a possible revenue of between £2,000,000
aud £2,600,000, rather than on an im-
possible revenue of £8,000,000. How-
ever, as the Premier declares to this
House and the public he is the only
financier in the country, perhaps it. is
wild and reckless for me to suggest that
he may make any possible mistake.

THE PRtEmIRq: When dlid I say that I
was the only financier in the colony? I
think you have him on vour (Opposition)
side of the House.

MR. LEAIKE: Judging from his utter-
ances, the Premier evidently thinks he is
the only financier in the cowntry, but I
may say at once that I do not think hie
is.

THE PRE-miR: We have always
thought you had the only financier,
amongst the Opposition.

MR. IjEAKE: I have said our financial
position is unfortunately not good and
not wholesome, and some -"big pull "
ought to be taken on the Administration.
I know that members on the Opposition
side cannot do much, hut I appeal to hon.
miemiblers oil the Government side of the
House, who have more influence with the
Premier; and if they show their teeth
.and say " We will not allow this," there
is no doubt the Premier would see the

error of his wvays, and would come down,
as is usual with hint I ask hon. mem-
bers on the Government side of the
House, if they have any, regard for the
financial credit of the country, to take
the matter in hand , aud'read some of the
returns and the Prem ier's Financial State-
mneut if they will, and compare the latter
with the actual figures put before the
House. The Premier has been living in
a sort of fairyland of finance, for the last
two or three years, and he has resorted to
all sorts of questionable means of getting
the money required to meet the immediate
expenditure on the public works of great
]magnitude at present in hand. Repeated
warnings and cautions have come from
the Opposition side of the House, and
also from members on the Government
side, to do them justice. Hon. members
have nearly all united in deprecating the
system of finiance which is known, as
1 "reappropniation of loan money," owing
to which policy we are at the present time
committed, ad are practically indebted,
to the amount of very nearly X2,000,000.
I mentioned this last year, but I mention
it again. In 1897 there was reappro-
priated £895,000, and in 1898 £560,000.
At that time we were told by the Premier
that this money would he repaid out of
revenue, and I ask hon. members to make
no mistake in regard to that statement.

Ton PunrsuR: I never said anything
of the sort.

Mu. LEAKE: At the timiethe Premnier
told its he would have no more loan
authorisations until the existing loan
authorisations had been exhausted ; and
how can he dare to say in this Assembly
that this money was not to be repaid out
of revenue.

Tan PREMER: Give me my words:
they are in Hansard.

MR. IEXIE: I cannot run through
every page of Hansard to suit the Pre-
Mie.

THE PrREamIER I absolutely challenge
the accuracy of the statement.

MR. LEAXE:; Then I will get somne
other hon. member to look the matter up.
The Comm issioner of Railways, whenI

*ask-ed him when wye would repay this
money, said in his off -hand style, -We
will repay it some da 'Y, and somiehow."
and that wvas all the answer we got from
him. There were £395,000 and £500,000
reappropriated, and to-day we have a

[ASSEMBLY.] Knancial Policy.
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deficit of very' nearly .2650,000: that
means in round figures £1,400,000; and
to that must be added X600,000 worth of
stores, which it is the custom of this
very able financier to treat as cash, and
it is a marvellous system of finance, to
treat railway iron and stores as cash.
That brings the actual deficit up to
£1,905,000 for the repayment of which
our revenue is committed. How can we
possibly hope to repay that, when our
reveuue does not even coutie tip to the
estimate, and when we are actually
indebted on the cash account £250,000?
Theu there is, according to the Premier's
statement the other evening, £1,450,000
of authorised loans not yet raised, and a
further sum outstanding of Treasury
bills of £1l,660,000, which of course we
cannot pay out of revenue, and these
bring the total to £04,906,000. According
to the Governor's Speech and the an-
nouncement the other evening, there is a
new railway policy, which in the absence
of any statemeont to the contrary we may
assume for the salke of argument will
mean very nearly £1,000,000, and this
brings the figures up to £25,900,000, or
in round figures £6,000,000. That is
the amount the Premier has committed
Parliament to authorise by way of loan.
Both our last loans were failures, and
yet the Premier tells us that it is not our
duty to the country, nay, that it is not
our privilege, to ask him how he is going
to raise this iuoney; and he flouts this
House.

THE PREMIER: That is good!
MR. LEAKE: It is not good; it is

bad. It is atrocious that the country
should be treated. in this manner.

THE PREMIER: You are absolutely
wrong.

MR. LEAKE: The Opposition have
had sufficient of this cavalier, off-baud
financing and treatment by the Premier,
and I hope lion. members generally have
had enough of it; and we are justified in
asking the Premier how he is going to
pay off the liability of £6,000,000, to
which the country has been committed.
When does the Premier propose to borrow
this money in the English market? I
understand that the actual amount
already raised by loan is something like
£12,000,000.

THE PRE3irEH: No: do not go on
like that.

MR. ILLINGWORU: It is.£10,000,000.
and alo a. sinking fund.

Tuu PREMIER: It is.£10,000,000.
Mu. IiEAKE: If to that £10,000,000

we add reappropriation, deficit, and stores
account, and the fresh authorisation of
£1,000,000, we find that the figures come

Ito at least £13,000,000.
THE PREMIER: When it is borrowed.
MR. LEAKE: But we are commnitted

to that amount, and if thle money is aot
actually borrowed, it is spent. That is
the trouble: the maoney is not borrowed,
but it is spent, and how are we going to
recoup ourselves ? That is what 1 waut
the great financier to tell us.

THE PREMIER: How are we able to
spend it, if wye have not got it?

Mu. LEAKE: There you are againl!
How is it done? The Premier will not
tell us, and that is the extraordinary part
of it. We do not know anything about
the fimnnes of this colony, and we want
to know. What Isay is thatthiefPremier
has led this country into debt, over and

Iabove thle present authorisations, to the
extent of £6,000,000.

THLE PREMIER: The borrowed money
phas made the country what it is.

MR. LEARE : I suppose the right bon.
gentleman put the gold in the country,
or he found it! He dlid neither the one
nor the other. It is the country that has
made the right lion. gentleman, and not
the right bon. gentleman -who has made
tile country; and the same argument
applies not only to himself, but to nearly
everybody in thle colony. The idea. of
this man and that man making the
country is absurd. It invariably happens
that it is the country that makes the
alanl.

MR. GEORGE: That is a new unanu-
facture.

MR. HU BBLE: The explorers.
Mu. LEAKE: The lion, member says

the explorers have done so; hut this
country was found years ago, and they
did not find the gold: they passed over
the gold without discovering it. I shiall
not say much more on this question. I
think I have said enough to convince
even intelligent men like the member for
the Gascoyne (Mr. Rubble). I hope hie

Iwill sufficiently lay these words to heart,
and I ask him to use his influence with
hon. gentlemen on the Government side,
and other hon. members who obey the



1800 Annual Estimates: [ASSEMBLY.] Financial Policy.

commands and follow the lead of the
right lion, gentleman, because it is in
their power to check the expenditure of
the Government. They wrill not vote with
vs. They disregard the interests of the
country, and simply do what they are told.
When figuires are placed before those
members, and they are shown what is the
true state of affairs, we can get nothing
out of them but a grin or a guffaw. I
challenge the right hion. gentleman to dis-
prove my figures. I will be ready to
admit I am wrong if the Premier can
show it; but I am supported in these
figures. I can only take the figures from
the published returns. If the right lion.
gentleman tells me that his returns are
not correct, and in fact that the pub-
lished returns are " cooked,' of course I
imust fall into an error. But I take these
returns frin the right hion. gentleman's
figures and from Hansard, and I defy
him to say I am not correct. Yet we are
told that the country is in a good and
flourishing condition, and that our pro-
spects were never so bright.

THE PREmiER: The member for
Central Murchison said that.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I said the country,
not the Government.

MR. LEAICE: That does not justify
the Premnier in running the country into
debt in the way he has done. It is only
because the country has shown this mar-
vellous vitality that we are kept out of the
Bankruptcy Court. It is through no
effort of the right lion, gentleman - I
have said before, and I say again, that
we are entitled to know how it is pro-
posed to meet this liability of £26,000,000.
That is the position. The right hion.
gentleman has promised to tell us when
the Loan Estimates come up, and I have
given him these figures to-nighit in order
that he may answer them and criticise
themn, and let us know something about
the true state of affairs.

THE PREMTIER: Put it on the Notice
Paper, if you want to know anything.

MR. LEAKE: Put it on the Notice
Paper! Are wve talking to a statesman or
to a school-boy ? Is not this the proper
place to make a request as to the con-
lition of the country?

Ma. ILLINGWVORTH: The Budget is,
anyhow.

THE PREsMIER: The information was
not denied.

31a. LEAKE: In the Budget speech
Ithere was a studied disregard of the in-
terests of th country as to the lan and
the loa policy of the Government. This
is the first time in the history of the
right hion. gentlemanm's Administration
that he has not told us what he proposes
in regard to loan. I am only asking
what we should know. This does not
come upon him by way of a surprise.
because it was pointed out last year that
the revenue was charged with a Liability
of upwards of £2,000,000 ; so it is, practi-
cally, to-day ; and judging from the
Financial Statement which he has made,
there is no chance of a single penny of
the reappropriation being reduced during
the coming year, and very little chance of
all the deficit being wiped off. In fact,
the right hon. gentleman says he will not
be able to wipe off the deficit altogether.
Consequently the revenue is liable for
this nine hundred and fifty odd thousand
pounds that has been reappropriated.
We know perfectly well that wve have to
finance the Fremnantle harbour works and
the Coolgardie water scheme. How is
that to be done ?

Tnis PREMIER: There is about enough
already for the Fremantle hiarbour works
for the remainder of the year.

HE. LE AXE: How much for the Cool-
gardie water schieme?

THE PREMKIER: A long way more than
we want.

MR. LEAKE: How much is" "more
than we want "?

THE PEnran: You know very well.
Look at the accounts which have been
published, and see.

MR. LEAKS: Perhaps it is not reason-
able for me to expect to get answers of
that kind during the progress of the
debate, and I must not blame the right
hion. gentleman and his colleagues for not
being able to tell me straight off how much
there is available. But I hope that when
hie speaks again, or allows his Jomumim-
sioner of Railways to speak, some inform -
ation will be given to the House. Themre
are a great many sulbjects which one
might refer to in this debate, but I have
only thought fit to touch upon what ap-
peared to me to be those of the greatest
interest. No doubt when the Estimates
are going through Committee, many ques-
tions will be put, and particularly with
regard to the Railways Department. I
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cannot help inadorsing what was said by
the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vesper) iiitb regard to the new
departure which seems to hare been taken
in the creation of fresh departments and
so forth; and it is a, pity, too, that the
order which was issued fromi the Treasury,
that officers who receive more than £200
a year should not receive increases, was
not more strictly adhered to. It is a
great pity that one department should
benefit at the expense of others, Even in
the public service you should not make
fish of one and fowl of another, but Mini-
isters should try to be fair. We know
perfectly wvell that in the Lands Depart-
ment the Minister had his instructions
not to increase salaries, and, just as was
the ease a few 'years ago, he did not
increase the salaries; but when the Es-
timates come up we find that other
gentlemen, particularly in the Treasury
Department, are advanced. That is a
matter we can refer to in Committee,
and I sincerely trust the right lion,
gentleman will ttke the House into his
confidence and tell us exactly the true
position of affairs. As I said beore, wve
are none the worse off for kno-wing the
exact truth. Let us know it; and I think
that if the necessity arises there is suffi-
dent loyalty to the country on the part
of hion. members on this (Opposition)
side of the House to assist Parliament to
get the Ministry out of their financial
difficulties, if the Ministry will. only per-
mnit it.

ThuR PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Right Hon. Sir 1. Forrest, in reply)
I have listened to the speech of the lion.
member (Mr. Leake), and must confess I
have bad somne difficulty in sitting here
aind listening. Usually ;a person with a
large responsibility such as that entrusted
to the leader of an Opposition should he
careful, at any rate in reviewing the
finances of the country, not to say
anything that may nduly injure the
colony, unless absolutely certain of
his facts; and even if he -were abso-
lutely -certain of his; facts, f should
expect him to deal with the miatter
in a way that would give an indica-
tion of his trying to assist the colony,
rather than an indication of a, desire to
injure it. There is no one in the House
or in the country so foolish as to think
the hion. member has any desire to injure

the colony--we acquit hini of that alto-
gether; it would be too absurd to think-
he could have any such idea, or that any-
one living in the colony could really have
that idea; but the fact remains that if the
speech Of the hon1. member is published,
read, and believed in other countries,
it will have the effect, or somie effect,
of damaging Western Australia. That is
the fault the hion. member commits. He
is desirous of saying something disagree-
able to me personally, and to the Ministry,
and to members whio support us: his
shafts are directed against us; but instead
of hurting ns, they do not h urt us at all
pedrsonally, but they may hurt the colony.
The lion. member has said there has been
soume desire on my part to keep back
information. I should be sorry for any
idea to go forth that I possess inf ormation
I am not anxious to give to hon. mere-
hers; and seeing that wve have been
several months in session, and that mein-
bers avail themselves of their privileges of
asking questions on all bkinds of subjects,
11ow easy it would ]have been for the hon.
member, if he really desired information
on any of these mnatters, and if such
information was not set forth in the way
hie thought it should be, to give notice of
qluestiout asking for information. Those
questions wvould have been replied to at
once, and the lion. member would have
been in this position, that before he made
his speech he would have had my reply,
as Treasurer of the 'colony, on those
points. As a matter of fact, the reason T
did not introduce into the Budget speech
the question of the new loan appropria-
tion was that I was not prepared at that
time with the necessary infornation, for
-various reasons which I might explain,
but into which I do not think it necessary
to go into. I have not followed a different
planu this year fromn that which I have
followed on previous occasions, except
when we had made -up our 'minds in
regard to appropriations. If there were
not to be any appropriations this -year, it
would not have been necessary to intro-
duce the loan question into the Budget
speech at all, except to explain the loan
expenditure during the year, and to
indicate the course which it was proposed
to follow, and aL few matters of that sort.
These questions, are dealt with when the
Loan Estimates are brought forward,
wherein provision is made for the loain
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expenditure for the year from sources
and itenms which have beeu alre ady
approved by" Parliament; and the only
matter lion. members could have any
particular interest in would be in
regard to what was to be done as to any
niew loan authorisations, and I do not
think it is at all necessary for the
Treasurer to mix up the ordinary financial
operations of the past year and the finan-
cial operations which he expects during
the present yea with the loan authonisa-
tions. It makes the speech too long, to
start with, and does not give the Trea-
surer an opportunity of speaking at that
length which lie desires with regard to
the projects lie. wishes to bring before hon.
mnembers. I may tell hon. members that
in a few days, as soon as I can in fact, all
matters connected with the Loan Esti-
miates and the new authorisations will
be before them.' Any difficulties which
may have been in the way have
been removed, and there is nothing
now but to arrange matters, which
ought not to take Many days. A
point was made by the member for Cen-
tral Murchison (Mr. Illingworthi) as to
my not mentioning the fact that within a
day or two from the time I was speaking,
£2300,000 worth of Treasury -bills were
falling due. I did not rememiber the
tact, because it was a miatter of no impor-
tance and had already been arranged.
This £2300,000 worth of Treasury bills we
borrowed some time ago from the Savings
Bank, and when the bills became due-
ats the lion, member says, two (lays after
I spoke-titer were renewed. A new bill
was given for the .£300,000, the old bill
cancelled, and the whole thing was com-
pleted. There was no running about the
world for the money: we had the money
all ready, and all we had to do was to give
statutory' security in the shape of a
Treasury bill todte Under Treasurer. We
are in exactly the same position in regard
to the money as we wore a month ago.

MR. GsonoE: And it became a per-
manent loan.

THE PREMIER and TREASURER:
Not at permanent loan, because when it is
convenient to pay the Money off we can
do so. In the meantine we are. doing
good to the Savings Bank and ourselves.
We are paying the interest onl the
amoont, which interest goes into the
poxkets of the investors, and bon. mei-

bers miust recollect that we cannot pay
3 per cent, to the depositors in the
Savings Bank unless we invest the money,
and we have to invest the money1 at, more
than 3 per cent., or else we should soon
be losing Money over the transaction,
which is not desirable.

MR. VospEm: As trustees, vou invest
the money by borrowing it.

THn PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Certainly; the law gives the Government
power to borrow the money, and the con-
solidated. revenue is the best security.

MR. VosrER: It would not do for a
private trustee to do that.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
The Government have power to do it,
and I hope that all the investments of
the Savings Bank, will be ini the same
position as this one, having the security
of the consolidated revenue. If so, they
will be all right: the security is far
better than any other in this country
In regard to the Treasury bills that are
going to fall due, as t he lion. member
for Central Murchison told us, and I
know he is right, on the first of Decem-
ber next, I dlid not think it was necessary
for Me, in my Financial Statement, to
tell hon. members what the Government
are going to do to get that Money. Surely
lion, members can give the Government
credit for a desire to make the best
arrangement for paying moneys that
may become due. There are only two
ways in which that money can be paid
by borrowing the money by the sale of
inscribed stock, or borrowing the money
by the sale of Treasury bills. Hon. mem-
bers know that very well.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: It is a pernicious
system.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
The hon. member says a " pernicious"
system. The lion, member knows so much
about finance, that he makes Me almost
angry about it. I do not know where the
hon. member got his experience in finance
from. Perhaps sonic day be i~ill tell us.
What large financial operations has the
hon. member conducted ?

MR. ILLINOWOETH: Where did you
get your experience from ?

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Where did the lion. member get his
expeince? Was he born with it, or
whatr'large transactions has hie conducted
that makes him able to say that the sale
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of Treasury bills is a pernicious system?
It is the systen which is in force all over
the world. Temporary advances, whether
in private life or for the Government, are
mnade by what are called bills.

MR. LEAxE: What do you call them ?
MR. ILLINGOoRTH: Temporary, you

know.
THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:

One would think that all our trnsmactions
here were done in cash. Any of us who
conduct transactions with the bank have
to give joint and several guarantees, or
no guarantee at all when the depositor
leaves some security with the bank. That
is how the business of the country is
carried on; but the lion. member must be
a born financier, for I never kniew that lie
ever carried out any successful operation
in finance. Perhaps the lion, member
will tell us whether he has managed
any, large financial mnatters in his lifetime
with success. If he can tell us that, then
we will listen to him; but, until he does
so, I do not know how lie can call the
raising of money by Treasury bills a
pernicious system. It is the only system
by which Governments carry on the
business of a country, unless they raise
money by loan. I would like to know
the position we would be in if we were
not able to raise money by Treasury bills.
Supposing the market was unfavourable,
as it is now : if we went to the market
we should have to pay 4 per cent., or
even more, on inscribed stock. If we
wanted the money on the 1st of Decembter,
perhaps the lion. inenmher would tell us
bow he would go about obtaining it.
The hon. member who says this is a
pernicious system shows that lie has not
had anything to do with transactions of
this sort. My opinion is that the bon.
member wants putting to the right-about,
when lie talks about the " pernicious
system" in his criticism of finance,
because the hon. member knows very
little about the matter, He has never had
an opportunity- of carrying out large
financial operations successfully.

Mn. GEORGE: I do not see how you
can know that.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
That is my opinion, at any rate, In
regard to this money, we shall use the
powers we have under the statute to
provide it, and I have no doubt if we
cannot raise a loan between this and the

1st of December on satisfactory terms.
well, I shall sell £6500,000 worth of
Treasury bills, and pay the outstanding
bills when they fall due on the lst of
December with them. No one ought to
be required to be told that. It is the
a.b.c. of finance: it is the only thing we
can do. Notwithstanding what has been
said about the muddle the finances are
in, and the state of the colony, I call
smile and say that I have no fear what-
ever that I shall be able to get the money
on the 1st of December. It is only a
matter of having to pay for it.

Ma. GEORGE: Will you sell a few of
mine, at the same time?

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
There will be no question about getting
the aloney, and if the market is not
favourable, we shall have to pay inore for
it. As for the country not beinrg able to
get the money, I shall not disturb my
rest on that matter. I know enough of
our financial position in thle world to
know that the money can be obtained
easily, if we like to give the price.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: You have Parlia-
inentary authority to sell at 3 per cent.

Tue PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I do 'not think the hion. member is right
there. I think it is 4 per cent, for
Treasury bills.

MR. GEORGE: Do you not know?
THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:

I know, but the hon. miember thinks lie
knows better.

MR. ILLINWOonH: Treasury bills have
been condemned by every State in the
world.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
They all give Treasury bills: every colony
in Australia does it, and has done it for
years.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: They have done
it when they have been bard up.

THE PRkMIER AND TREASURER:
How are they not to do it?

MR. ILLINOWOETH: By not getting
bard up.

TnE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
No treasurer would borrowr all the money
he wants at one time: if hie does so he
may have to pay 4 or 5 per cent, for the
money, and lend it in the meantime at
1 or I-' pr cent. That would be a nice

fiaca.peration ! That is all I have
to say about our immediate obligations.
The transaction in regard to the £300,000
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worth of Treasury bills is past, and the
transaction in reference to the X500,000
worth of Treasury bills is coming. Sup-
pose, for the sake of arvgumnent, we sell a
new lot of £500,000 worth of hills, we
shall not be in a different position from
what we are in now, and in two more years
we shall pay them) oft; so that there is
nothing to fear in regrard to the Treasury
bills which are in existence. Thehon.imem-
her for A lbany referred to the last loan as a
dismal failure, or a great failure, and hie
seemed to be glad of it. I know he could
not really be glad, but hie repeated it.
Af ter all, the last loan was not so bad; it
gave us trouble at the time, but a, month
,tfter the loan was put on the mnarkt the
balance was subscribed at the same price
as the loan was placed on the market at;
so that the transaction was completed in
the way it was intended, although it was
not completed in such a. Satisfactory way
as we anticipated, At that, time we gav e
an undertaking not to go to the loan
mnarket for another year, and we kept to
that undertaking, In any case it was not
desirable for the colony to go to the
market too often. It is a very bad thing
to continually go to the London market for
loans. The longer the intervals between
one loan anid another, so much the better
for the colony, and so inuch the better
chancie we have of getting our new loan
Subscribed, because the people who buy
the loans are not the general public: they
are companies..

MRt. MoOANS: Underwriters.
TitE PREMIER AND TREASURER:

All sorts of persons in business are the
underwriters, andl they sell the loans to
the general public. When they buy the
loans, they miust have a certain time given
them in order to get rid of the stock, and
as soon as they get rid of the stock to the
general public they are ready to biuy inore.
Until they get rid of that stock, if you
put a loanl On the mar~iket they will
not support yon, hut try to block you.
After July, as ]lon. members are aware,
there has been no opportnity, even if we
had desired it, of placing ai loan satisfac-
torily uponi the market; and the condition
of affairs is as bad now; in fact, it is
worse now than it was in July.

Mit. MoxoArjez: The bank rate is now
5 per cent.

THE PREMIER ANDo TREASURER:
The bank rate in England is, I believe,

abouLt 5 percent.; so it would be altogether
out of the question for us to think of
going on the London market for loans in
the present troubled condition of affairs,
owing to the war in the Transvaal.

MR. MORGANS: Hear, hear. It is
impossible,

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
The House may rest assured that I sin
anxitous to look after these miatte rs, -which
perhaps give me even more anxiety than
they give to lion. members opposite; but
at the same time, I am glad to say that
-we are able to do very well in the colony.
We certainly owe some money in London.
We owe the London and Westminster
IBank a considerable siun, which will
appear in the public accounts. We have
a large overdraft, sanctioned by Parlia-
nment, with that institution.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Can you tell us at
what rate of interest?

TaE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
At the current rate of interest in London:
it varies.

MR. ILLINOWORTH:' Current from day
to day ?

THE PREMIER AN]) TREASURER:
It varies from day to day ; but it is ne'ver
less than 3 per cent.

MR. MORGANS: Probably 3A per cent.
now.

DtH PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes; but it is never less than 3 per cent.

Mn. ILLINOwTOUTHr: It niv~ be 6 per
cent. just now.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes; the bank rate is 5 per cent. at the
present moment, but I do not think it
will remain long at five. As far as. the
mioney in the colony is concerned, 1 am
glad to say we have abundance. I believe
at the present time we have about
£600,000 on current account and pretty
nearly £300,000 on Savings Bank ac count
in the banks in Perth, so that we have
about £800,000 ; and if it were necessary
we could supplyv some mioney to London,
but we do not wish to do that unless it
be necessaryv.

MR,. GR.EGORY: How is it that all the
loans lately have been decreasing in value
during the last couple of years -- the last
five loans?

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Because money has not been so cheap.

Ma. GREGORY: But the 3 per cent.
loans are down from £100 to £94.

[ASSEMBLY.] Fbmudial Policy.
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THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I suppose it is the same a11 through
the colonies-the same mn most of the
colonies, at any rate.

MR. CoxNan: There are too many
agitators here.

THE PREMIER AwD TREASURER:
Our credit, for some reason or other, is
not so good as it was two or three years
ago, judging by the price of our stock:
the real reason I do not know.

Ma. MORGANS: Money is dearer.
THE PREMXIER AND TREASURER:

Money must be dearer; but all I can sa~y
is that our condition is far better now
than it was at that time, as far as we are
able to judge of it. I do not wish anyone
to think for a moment that our finances
give the Government no anxiety whatever:
they have always been a source of anxiety'
from the day I took the Treasurership
uip to the present time; and I suppose
they will always continue to be, so long
as we have large works in hand, and so
long as, before we begin a work, we have
not in hand sufficient money to complete
it. As long ats we begin works on
borrowed money, which are to cost an
amount larger than what we have in
hand at the time, so long must the ob-
taining of the money as we require it be
a source of anxiety to the Treasurer of
the colony; but I am glad to say that I
have not one-tenth of the anxietyv to-day
that I had a year ago; in fact, I may say
that ]natters are very easy with me in re-
gard to finances-very easy indeed. When
I have a credit of over three- quarters of
a million at my hand in the banks in
Perth, with a considerable revenue-for
last month nearly a quarter of a million-
hon. members can see that 1 am not quite
so anxious in regard to financial matters
as if I had only a few pounds in the bank.

MR. MORGANS: And the expenditure
is less.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Therefore I say if there be any informa-
tion in regard to the finances concerning
which hon. members desire a straight-out
answer from me, I shall only be too glad
to supply that answer; and if I did not
supply it on recent occasions it was not
because I did not desire to do so, but
because I thought it was not necessary.
At all events, I at once say to hon.
members, ask the question, and unless it
be aquestion which I think it would injure

the colony to answer, 1 shall certai'nly
answer it forthwith. I am not preparedi
to say when we ame going on the London
mnarket, or at what rate, or exactly in
what maimer we are going to raise this
money, or where we are going to raise it,
or from whom. Those are questions
which it only does mischief to askc.

Mu. MORGAN: Rena-, hear. They
are very dangerous.

THE PREMIER AND) TREASURER:
And in fact, inquisitiveness in regard to
these financial operations does a great.
deal of harm, too. If a man in a large
way of business can borrow £10,000 from
the National Bank here, or from any
other bank, to carry on his affairs, all well
and good; but if he has to publish in the
newspapers that he intends to borrow that
money, or that he has got it yesterday,
if hie has to let all the world know about
it, I do not think that would improve his
condition-especially if hie published far
and wide the fact that he was about to
borrow money in a few weeks' time, thus
letting everyone know his business.

MR. GREGORY: But all the members
of the firn should know.

Tan PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes; but in our case die whole of the
inhabitants of the colony are members of
the firn; and the whole world 'are mnem-
bers of the firm when wve mnak-e speeches
in Parliament.

MR. MORGAN: There are too many
partners.

Tan PREMIER AND TREASURER:
If it were known in London that we had
large obligations to meet on such a dlate,
and that we had not the money here to
meet them, I think per-haps those who
had money to lend would want a little
more for it. They would say, "These
people must have money, and therefore
we will make them pay a little more for
it." I think the less we publish to the
world as to what we are going to do in
regard to financial matters, the better.
Hon. members know Our position very
well from the quarterly financial state-
ments. I think the statement for Sep-
tember will be published to-mon-ow.
Ron. mnenmbers have all the information
which is published to the world, and
wh 'y should they want all these details
to be stated in this House ? I say
at once that going into the details in
Parliament with r-egard to the finances
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of this colour is not conducive to
good finance, nlor will it strengthen the
financial position of the colony to do
so. It is not done anywhere in the
world; and members of Parliament in
other colonies would not ask for such
information, nor would they get it if
they dlid ask; because such questions
Jput the Treasurer in the positionl of being
less able to do the business of the country
to advantage than lie would be if finxan-
cial. affairs were conducted as they ought
to be for the purposes of good finance,
that is secretly, and not in the Sight of
the whole world.

MR. LEAKS: What we want to know
is, when you are already in debt, why you
want to go deeper:?

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
-Well, the ham. member's idea of being in
debt, -and mine, are not the same. The
lion. member's speech to-night is not a
new statemient: as the Minister of Mines
says, it is the old, old story. In trying
to mnak;e out a b-ad case against the colony,
and really against the Government, the
hon. member rakes up al[ the materials
hie can, not only from the past, but even
as it were from the futnre: hie does all
he can to make out a great big liability
to which he Says we are coimnuitted, and
which the hon. member would have us
believe we must provide for to-morrow,
or very shortly. As a matter of fact,
the Fremnantle harbour works have cost
three-quarters of a millionand have been
under construction for five or six 'years.
We bor-rowed £2150,000 first, next
£250,000, and so on as we required it.
If we had been told, whien we coni menced
to borrow that money, that we owed
£750,000 before we borrowed a penny of
it, before we bad put a stone into the
mole, any pessimist (-old have formed a
ghastly picture of the terrible position of
thle coiony, owing all this money, with a
small revenue and a small populatioin,
with everything made to look as small as
possible on the one side of the account
and as large as possible on the other.
The Coolgardie water scheme has been
authorised for several years, and we have
lbeen borrowing mioney for it, and we will
continue lx) borrow as the years roll on,
until the work is finished; and we will
borrow this money gradually, as we Want
it. And the same witls all other works
in hand, and there are a6 great many

works onl the schledule-.I forget how
much they amount to, but it must be an
immense sum vet: there must be, I sup-
pose, a, couple of millions of loan moneys
which have not yet been spent.

MR. VosPra; If your original pro-
posals had been carried out, the Coolgar-
die water scheme would have been
finished now.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes; it would, if we could have got thle
money a Little quicker. And as to thle re-
appropriations, if we do require that
money for those works, we shall have to
borrow it; but we do not want it at the
present time. As to that £395,000 we
took in the first instance, well, that will
be a new transaction: when we come to
borrow those amounts again, if wve want
them, that wvill be a new transaction
altogether. That £900,000 or.£1,000,000
will be wviped out altogether, and we slld
be in exactly tile same position as if
those allocations that we deducted, those
sums, or at any rate the original items of
the Loan Act, had not been inserted, and
as if we had to borrowv the mooney a.s we
wanted it. We have to borrow as we
want it, and will have to bring in a new
Appropriation Bill before we can spend
any of it.

MR. MORGANS: The Opposition are
setting up bogeys.

MR. hAAINGWORTM: We must pass the
appropriation, anyhow.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
In regard to the £1,500,000 of Treasury
bills, all I can say is that the operation
by which we convert these Treasury
bills into inscribed stock will not give Lis
any money, because we have had the
money. The financing has been done,
and all we hare to do is, on a suitable
occasion, to convert these bills into in-
scribed stock, and we know that conver-
sion on thme London market is looked on
as a much easier process than to place a
new loan. We have already had the
money, as I say, and it may not be per-
Imps ag~reeable to hon. muembers to know
t hat we have floated a loan for £1,500,000
and shall get nothing out of it. But
that is the operation; and, having had
thle money, we must cojvert it into in-
scribedl stock as circumlsances will per-
m~lt.

AIn. ILLINGWORTiI: It will be much
more satisfactory.
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THE PREMTIER AND TREASURER:
It will be much mare satisfactory, as I
can assure hon. members. I do not like
a large floating debt, but this operation of
conversion is not " pernicious ": it is the
only thing we can do. It is much better
to have money and be liable to repay it
in 40 years, than be liable to repay in
two or three years; and this is all the
difference between Treasury bills and in-
scribed. stock, only the latter is cheaper.

Ma. VosEra: Is it easy to convert a.
short-date loan at 4 per cent. into in-
scribed stack at S per cent., at long
dateP

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes; it is easier than floating, a loan for
a new work, because perhaps the work
for which the money was originally bor-
rowed may be paying its way. Even if
it does take some timte to convert these
bills into inscribed stock, that is not such
a terrnle operation, after al.11

MR. ILLINOWOETH: Bitt perhaps the.
operation might prevent the flotation of
a loan.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I do not think Treasury bills will in any
way affect a loan, because people like
these short dates in business.-

Mn. VosPEs: I cannot see how, if you
have a debt at short date with high in-
terest, you can easily convert it into a
debt at long date with low interest.

THE PREMIER AwD TREASURER:
The lower the rate the better, and dif-
ferent classes of people deal with these
two different kinds of secunrities.

Mn. GEORGE: Where does the control
of Parliament come inP

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Government are authorised by an Act to
issue Treasury bills. Surely the hon.
member does not think I am doing this
" off ily own bat," without any author-
ity.

A. GEORGE: I would not be sur-
prised.

TnuF PREMIER AND TREASURER:
The leader of the Opposition spoke of
£21,000,000 of new reappropriations, and
he added that amount to the pulblic debt
before even the proposals for the new
works have been submitted to this House;
hut taking the hon. member's own figures,
the money might not he raised all at
once. I do not suppose we would go in
for smiall awounts; but my point is that

yon cannot call an authorisation a debt,
until you have incurred some liability in
regard to it.

Mn. LEAKE :Do you give your pledge
you are not going to raise the money i'

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I will not give the hon. member a pledge.
What right has he to ask me for a
pledge? Is he the d ictator of the House,
that he should dictate tQ mne as to what
pledge I shall give him ? I will not
pledge anything to him at the present
moment. When it suits thme Government
to bring down tile loan authorisation,
they will do so, and that 'will be very
Soon.
M. .LLLING WORTH: Parliament had

better resign, and give the control over
to the Government altogether.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
That is what the hon. mnember wants. If
we resigned, and he could come into
power, it would he all right.

Mn. ILLINGORTH: I spoke Of Patrlia-
mneat resignin1g.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
The hion. member seemis to be weary of
waiting all these years in order to get on
to the Treasury bench.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I spoke of Parli-
mieat resigning. Do not misrepresent

met. I said Parliament should resign,
and give the whole business over to the
Governent.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I beg the hon. member's pardon; but
Parliament will not resign, because there
are 25 or 26 sturdy representatives here,
willing to support the Government in all
that is good. But no doubt the hion.
member is weary with waiting.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I do not want
your seat on the Treasun bench.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
However, the lion. member will have to
wait a little longer, because it seems to
ine the Opposition are losing their inein-
hers, instead of gaining.

MnR. ILLINGWoRm: I do not MAwant the
Premier's seat, and he need not think I
do.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Then what is all this hubbub about?

MIL. ILLINOWOETH: Justice. to the
country.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I do not see how jusitice is going to be
given to the country by misrepresenta.

[19 OCTOBER, 1899.]Annual B&Nmates:
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tion. I can only' say I am not afraid,
and I never have been afraid, of the
future of the colony. Everything points
to a bright future, but those who were
bold, and had confidence in themrselves
and in the colony years ago, seem to have
no confidence now, when things are ten
times brighter, when we have railways all
over the country, and our resources are
flourishing. Some people seem to be
afraid of new loan authorisations; but
we were able to get £6,000,000 or
£7,000,000 of authorisations some years
ago, and we have got through and are
not bankrupt yet.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: We are not through
yet.

Tnn PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I think so; at any rate, I am satisfied.
Why should we he afraid now? Since
that time, we have borrowed £e4,000,000,
I think, out of tbe £7,000,000 on inscribed
stock, and £1,500,000 on Treasury bills,
and still no disaster seems to have conic
on us. Bitt somie members seem to be
afraid to do anything: in fact, they want
the Government, after having puit our
shoulders to the wheel and given the
people opportunities they never had be-
fore in the way of developing resources,
to sit dlown nowv and do no more until the
Ocoolgardie water scheme and the Fre-
mantle harbour works are completed. I
am not going to submit to that doctrine.
We wvill go on with those works which
are necessary and will pay. At one time
we were not afraid of the future, and
why should we be afraid nowP We hear
the " fear song " very often from the
Opposition, but I am glad to sa 'y the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Iflingworth) had a different tune for us
to-night. I do not wish to say anything
which may hurt, him, but he is really very
irritating sometimes. The hon. member
has some generous impulses, but the
leader of the Opposition has no generous
impulses at all when dealing with the
Government. I am obliged to the mein,-
ber for Central Murchison, for the way hie
referred to the condition of the colon 8.

MR. ILtJNcwomru1: I am not ob~liged
to you for having referred to tie.

Tun PREMIER AND TREASURER:
If yoit hit, you must expect to be hit
back, you know. I do not intend to deal
with the other matters referred to by
various speakers, with regard to the

various departments, as these will be dealt
with when we get into Committee, and I
can only say I shall be glad to give every
information I can with regard to these
matter-s. Why the lion. member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
should have singled out this little ewe
lamb of mine for attack, I do not know.
Surely there are other things in the
Estimates to which *he mighit have devoted
his attention. Why should lie single out
a department costing less than a thousand
a year ? The bon. member knows there
are great advantages in having a depait-
inent of that sort, and those who succeed
me will recognise it. The system hither-
to adopted has been a had one.

MR. VosnaR: Tire new system will be
the most awful inconvenience all incoming
Premier may have to put up with.

THs PREMIER AN~D TREASURER:
I do not think, so. I may be in tile
Treasurer's or Colonial Secretary's depart-
wpent, or all over the place in different de-
partments as Premier, and the Premier's
recoids get hidden away in all depart-
ments of the State. If a, paper is wanted,
one asks, " Who wvas the Premier ?"
Suppose the member for East Coolgardie
to have been Premier, and a question
is asked, " What, was he ?" the reply
being " Down at the Works." If he was
Colonial Secretary, the person is told to
go to the Colonial Secretary's office, or if
Commimssioner of Lands, then go to the
Lands office. Papers are all over the
place; and to show you how inconvenient
it is, I may mention that in New South
Wales, when myv friend Mr. Reid, the late
Preiniej, was Treasurer, if ho desired to
send a letter to the Premier of another
colony, he had to write it at the Treasury,
send it over to the Chief Secretary's office,
and have it r-egistered and sent from
there: that was in order to try to collect
the records in one place. In Victoria the
Premier has had a department for years,
and it has been a great success. In
Queensland they have the saane, the first
Minister being called the " Chief Secre-
tarv " there, and having no other duties,
as a rule, except those of Premier. It
seems to me that the arrangement I
have made, after mnialt years of office, is
a good one. Besides the object I have
named, there was another, this being the
desire of relieving myself as far as pos-
sible of departmental matters. When I

[ASSEMBLY.] Financial Policy.
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was Colonial Secretary, and hail 20 or 30
or more departments, I was surrounded
by what they call "jackets," and unable
to attend to the duties more fitting for
one having a controlling influence in thle
Government. It seemed to me that an
arrangement following out what has been
done elsewhere is a good one; and bon.
members know what a small department I
the Premier's department is, and how
man 'y things go through that department.
I do not know why' , but people seem to
think the Premier is the Minister to
address for everything. Notwithstanding
the immense amount of correspondence
that passes through that department,
there are only two or three engaged inl it;
there being one correspondent, one regis-
trar (and I think also a junior) and at
secretary, the whole of these costing less
than a thousand a rear. If I desired to
be not economical, what would I have
done? I would have appointed a secre-
tary, and I do not think I could have
given a salary of less than £8350 or £400
a year for a person to be secretary or
under-secretary, and to be an executive
yuan under the Premier. Instead of that,
I took an officer already in the service
and added £200 a year to his salary,
after he had done the work for, I think,
18 monlths for nothing. I could not allow
that to go on. Members know better
than I do the immense amount of work
that goes through that little office, and
the responsibility that is cast upon it.
small as it is. Even in the matter of
people calling to see me, deputations, and
the bother of keeping people from getting
an interview as far as one can, it is
necessary to have the services of someone.
I thank the hon. member for many things
hie has done in the House, but I really
think that, in reviewing the financial posi-
tion of this great country, he need not
have made such a strong attack upon a
little department I have taken a good
deal of interest in building up, and in
regard to which I desire to act most
economically. If anyone were to tell
the people in other colonies that the
Premier's department is carried on in
this country ait a cost of less than a
thousand a year, they would thiuk that
at any rate there were no extravagant
people here, and that there were. not more
officers than necessary. That is by, the
way. 1 would not have mentioned the

matter, only I thought some little explana-
tion was due from me. Then we come to
the Education Department, referred to
by the same bon. member. I suppose
that nearly all-I would not say all, but
nearly all- the recommendations of the
department were carried out in regard to
salaries. As to other matters, of course
it mayv not be so. We have to trimi a
little, here and there, all through the
Estimates, and I think the Education
Department clipped a little bit too much
on some of the items. If I have done so,
I shall do liy best to make it good either
by Supplementary Estimates or by pi'o-
viding the amount. If what they think
will happen does happen, I shiall do all I
can to assist the Education Department,
which I believe is trying to do a good
work. I believe the officer controlling it
is most; enthusiastic, and lie deserves all
the encouragement we can give him.
From the day he came inl until the present
time I have desired to give him all the
encouragement possible, because if an
officer, placed as lie is here, is not sup-
ported by the Government, we can-
not expect him to do as he otherwise
would.

MR. GEORGE: Give more schools
THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:

Every school asked for by' the Education
Department has been granted. I have
never struck one out.

MR. VosPER: Forty thousand pounds
odd this year is spent on schools.

THE PREMIER: On schools?
MR. VosnnR: Yes.
THE PREMIER: That is for all the

expenses of the schools.
MR. VospER:; That is spent on build-

ings.
THE PREMIER : Not buildings.
MR. VOSFER: Yes ; it is shown in the

Public Works estimates.
THE PREMIER: All I can say is I

desire to assist the Education Department,
and to help) my friend the member for the
Mlurray (Mr. George), because I know he
has taken a great interest in the colony,
and also in his district, and I am sure hie
has never been able to say hie does not
receive syr'pathy from myself and other
members of the Government in his praise-
worthy endeavours.

MR. GEORGE: I got a vote of want of
confidence, the other day, on account of
one school.
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THE PREMIER: We must try to get
you a vote of confidence for two. I do
not desire to say anything more, except
to assure hon. members that I have no
desire to keep anything back from them,
and that I shall be only too glad to answer
any question they desire to put to me. I
feel sure that when members look through
the Estimates they will not discover so
much to find fault with as they are apt at
first to think. We must remember that
even to give increases of salaries up to £200
a year means a large amount on these Esti-
mates. There is scarcely an officer all
through these Estimates receiving a salary
of £200 a Year and under who has not had
his £10 in~crease. At any rate if he has
not got it, it was the depa"rent's fault:
there was some reason for it, and the
department did not recommend it. The
other instructions of the Treasury were
that no increases of salaries above £200
were to be made except in special eases,
which would be specially dealt with.
Many of the departments responded to
that, and sent iii special cases with
special reasons, and they were considered
towards the end. Perhaps some which
otherwise would not have been allowed to
pass were permitted to do so, because
things were improving, the revenue in-
creasing, and we were able to be a little
more liberal than we at first thought we
could be. I canl assure bln members we
have to be very careful in regard to
salaries, and I desire to do my best for
Government officials, having been one
myself, and I have a friendly feeling
towards them, and will help) them when
I can. At the samne time if one listens
to all the demands fromt the departments,
one will soon get into the Bankruptcy
Court. I think Mr. Reid made a state-
ment to the same effect, that if a Treasurer
takes notice of all the demands made on
him by the departments, he will soon
have no revenue at all but for salaries.
When wye look ait our population, I am
sine everyone will admit that the civil
service is very large. I admit that it is
so, but it is due to extaorcinary con-
ditions-our scattered country with officers
all over our immense area; and beon. inem-
bers mnust he almost appalled at times,
when looking through the Estimates and
seeing the number of people employed,
after retrenchmient has been going onl
for 12 monthis. While the Ministry are

glad to give increases of salaries, they
are compelled to say "no." It seems to
me this desire-and I am bound to say
it though I do not wish to give offence to
anyone in the civil service-this con-
tinual desire for increase cannot go on.

MR. LEAtKE: Except in the Treasury
Department.

THE PREMIER ANu TREASURER:
Iam glad the honl. member has reminded
me of that. There are three officers in
the Treasury, who have the receipt and
payment of all the revenue, £3,000,000

ayear. One officer was receiving £40
a year, but be was promoted to the
position of accountant, rendered vacant
by the resignation of the accountant
through old age; and the other two
officers were receiving £325 a year.
I really think they were the worst-
paid officers in the whole civil service of
the colony. They are the two principal
Treasury clerks, and have the disbursing
of all the money, and to say, that £325 a
year is sufficient salary for themn is not
right. These officers have to mnake out
all the accounts for the Auditor General;
they have to make out the interest on the
debentures, and everythinig connected
with the loans. I said to the Under
Treasurer, " This cannot go on: these two
officers hold responsible positions, and
they must be increased to £350." I think
thlese are the only two cases in which
increases have been granted, and they are
special ones. I can assure beln. members
I do not want to increase salaries, if it
can be avoided. I amt certain of this : it
is one of the most unpleasant duties any
Minister has to carry out, the annual
regulation of the salaries of officials;
therefore I hail with pleasure, although I
aot afraid it will not be in the interests
of the civil servant or satisfactory in
many' ways, the passingz of the Civil
Set vice Bill, for the reason that the respon-
sibility, the worry and annoyance in
connection with salaries will be removed
to a large extent from the shoulders of the
Ministry, and placed on the shoumlders of
ah board. I amt sure that will be a " con-
summiation devoutly to be wished,"
and we shiall be able to get on better.
At the present time the whole Iblame
comes on ine. Ministers even send
forwvard' recommtendations. and it r'ests
with mne perhaps not to agree to then.
That is a very awkward position, and thle
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word goes round through the civil service
that, if it had not been for this terrible
Premier, the officers would have got the
increases for which they had been recom-
mended. I am glad of one thing, that a
change has -"come o'er the spirit of the
dream" in this House. My experience in
the past has been that salaries have all
been too high; and there have been com-
plaints from hion. members as to the
salaries being excessive, the Government
being blamed for making them so. Now,
however, lion, members wish to be even
more liberal than the Government.

MR. GEORGE: Get good men: that is
what you want.

THE PREMIUER AND TREASURER:
I quite agree with the hion. member, and
what I1 want is good men at the top, too.
It is all very well to say that we want the
rank and file to be good; but we canl
nmnage to get on even if the rankl and
file be indifferent, provided we have the
vhiefs good. A Minister requires good
men near him, men who will do what they
are told, and who can also give him
information.

MR. GEORGE: And men, too, who
have a b~it of " backbone."

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
Yes, certainly. We want good men at
the head of the civil service, that is as
heads of departments. If we have them,
it will be easy work for Ministers, especi-
ally for new Ministers. We Ministers
are all working now with the object of
assisting those who will come after us.
1 k-now all about the working of the
departments from my long experience, but
new Ministers will find it invaluable to
have men of known integrity and ability
at the hlead of affairs, who will be able to
assist them in the arduous duties they
will have to carry out. I do not think I
need say anything more in regard to the
speech of the member for Albany (Mr.
Tseake) :I think it will do a great deal
more harm than good; but we have had
to put up with similar speeches from the
boil. member before, and we have not yet
been brought to rin; and, I have no
doubt, notwithstanding the fact that the
lion. member's speech -will perhaps be
telegraphed all over Australia, and per-
haps to London to-morrow morning, to
the effect that we are in a terrible fix, and
that, if it were not for the buoyancy
of the colony, we should be in the

Insolvency Court; still, notwithstanding
all that, we shall have to do what we have
done before-to survive it. I ani quite
sure the colony is all right, and notwith-
standing all the mismanagement which
has been attributed to the Government,
that we shall be able to steer the ship of
State Safely through any breakers which
may confront her; that we shall be able
to carry the ship onl her course; that she
wilt continue to sail on prosperously, and
will ultimately reach the safe harbour of
prosperity, notwithstanding the slightly
troubled waters with which she is now
contending.

MR. LEARE: But she will arrive with
the cargo broached.

MR. WALLACE inoved that progress
be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress ireported, and leave given to

Sit again.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Report of Abori-

glines Department, year ended June, 1899.
Ordered to lie onl the table.

ADJOURNMENT
The House adjourned at l119 p.m. until

the next Tuesdaty.


